“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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A Great REBELLION 


By EVANGELIST JOHN LINTON 
Wheaton, Illinois 


“And with Absalom went two hundred men out of Jeru- 
salem, that were called; and they went in their simplicity, 
and they knew not anything.”—IlI Sam. 15:11. 


Is it not true that in any great crisis of choice the issue 
almost invariably revolves around two personalities? A 
right and a wrong cause will each have its champion. Good 
and evil become incarnate in personality and thus our choices 
are made in the realm of personality. The choice of princi- 
ples is usually a choice of persons. 


It was so in Eden when our 
first parents had to choose be- 
tween the voice of the,tempter and 
the voice of God. It was so on 
Carmel when Israel had to choose 
between idolatrous Jezebel and 
God-fearing Elijah. It was _ so 
with the Jewish rabble in Jerusa- 
lem when they had to choose be- 
tween Barabbas and Christ. It 
was so with the Master Himself 
in the wilderness when He had to 
ghoose between the worship of Sa- 
fan and the worship of God. Al- 
ways, it seems, the hour of temp- 
tation finds us confronted with 
two opposing principles, embod- 
ied in two contending personali- 
ties and between these personali- 
ties the choice must be _  deter- 
mined. 


It was so with Israel in the 
hours? Absdlom’s rebellion. Da- 
tid, the Anointed of God, was the 
Jawful sovereign of the realm: 

t now a plot has been formed 
© overthrow the king. This spirit 
of rebellion becomes incarnate in 
Absalom and the cry goes forth, 
“Absalom reigneth in Hebron.” 
There cannot be two capitals in 
one kingdom, nor two kings on 
One throne; so the fight is on. The 
people therefore must choose. 
Will it be David, the man of God's 
own choosing, or Absalom the 


usurper? Israel must choose, and 
the choice between right and 
wrong was a choice between two 
personalities. 

This rebellion illustrates’ the 
Spiritual battle now being waged 
in the world and in the heart of 
man between the good and evil 
represented by Jesus Christ. and 
Satan the usurper. The kingdom 
in dispute is the kingdom of man- 
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Santa Claus? 


A reader of THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD writes: “Is 
it proper and fitting to have 
a Santa Claus in our church 
at Christmas, to entertain the 
children?” The editor’s an- 
swer is as follows: 


December 3, 1948 


—— 


Mrs. E. J. K. 
Duluth 5, Minnesota 


Dear Mrs. K. 


I thank you for your letter and 
Il am glad to have it. 


i have gone very carefully into 
this matter’of the Santa Claus 
myth and Christmas traditions 
and the following are my con- 
clusions, worked out as an active 
pastor, then as an evangelist, as 
well as a Christian father; 

1. It is certainly wrong to lie 
about Santa Claus and tell that 
myth as the truth. Such lying 
and deception is always a sin, and 
Christians should not be guilty of 
it. 

2. The actions of a church and 
Sunday School in this matter 
Should always be true to convic- 
tions. That means that in Sun- 
day School and church activities 
at Christmas the interest should 
be in Jesus Christ primarily, and 
also we ought not leave the im- 
pression that we believe a lie. 


3. However, I do not believe 
that Santa Claus would neces- 
sarily be wrong, used simply as a 
symbol of Christmas cheer. and 
giving and happiness, provided 
one did not mislead children nor 
help others mislead them. It is 
possible for nice Christian people 
to use Santa Claus as simply a 
king of Christmas symbol like we 
use Christmas trees and holly and 
greeting cards and turkey dinners. 
In our own home we always have 

(Continued on Page 5) 


CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 4% 


The editor and his family greet all the readers of THE SWORD OF THE LORD with tender 
‘love in Christ and with a prayer that Christ may be very real and dear to our great family of 


Sword readers at this Christmas time. 


God bless everyone! 


Here is a new picture of my family, including my wife, six daughters, two fine sons-in-law and 
' In Christ’s name, yours, 


two granddaughters. 


Grace, Joanna, Jessie Ruth, 


> 


Dr, and Mrs. John R, Rice, Joy 


Walter and Elizabeth 
Handford 


Thrilling Christmas 


On The 


Frontier 


By a Pastor’s Wife 


I remember a day one winter that stands out like a boul- 


der in my life. 


The weather was unusually cold; our salary 


had not been regularly paid and it did not meet our needs 


when it was. 


My husband was away much of 
the time, traveling from one dis- 
trict to another. Our boys were 
well, but my little Ruth was ail- 
ing and at best none of us was 
decently clothed. I patched and 
repatched, with spirits sinking to 
the lowest ebb. The water gave 
out in the well and the wind blew 
through the cracks in the floor, 

The people in the parish were 
kind, and generous, too, but the 
settlement was new and each fam- 


ily was rorbiyges for itself. Lit- 
tle by little, at the time I needed 


it most, my faith began to waver. 

Early in life 1 was taught to 
take God at His word, and I 
thought my lesson was well learn- 
ed. I had lived upon the promises 
in dark times until I knew, as 


DON'T MISS 


“Speaking With Tongues.” 
The first of several articles on 
this important question, written 
by the editor after much re- 
search and study, in this issue. 


Earnest, kindly, Scriptural. 
Don’t miss it! 
Note other short features 


elsewhere in this paper. 


David did, who was my Fortress 
and Deliverer. Now a daily pray- 
er for forgiveness was all that I! 
could offer. 


My husband’s overcoat was 
hardly thick enough for October, 
end he was often obliged to ride 
miles to attend some meeting or 
funeral. Many times our break- 
fast was Indian cake and a cup 
of tea without sugar. 


Christmas was coming; the 
children always expected = their 
presents. I remember the ice was 


thick and smooth and the boys 
were each craving a pair of 
skates. Ruth, in some unaccount- 
able way, had taken a fancy that 
the dolls I had made were neo 
longer suitable; she wanted a nice 
large one, and insisted on-praying 
for” it. 

I knew it was impossible, but, 
on! how I wanted to give each 
child his present. It seemed as 
if God had deserted us. But i 
did not tell my husband all this. 
He worked so earnestly and 
heartily, I supposed him to be as 
hopeful as ever. I kept the sit- 
ting room cheerful with an open 
fire, and I tried to serve our 
scanty meals as invitingly as I 
could. 

The morning before Christmaa, 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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PREACHER AND HIS 
PREACHING 


By DR. W. B. RILEY 


Late President Northwestern Schools, Pastor First Baptist 
Church, Minneapolis 


In beginning this series of lectures to theological stu- 
dents, I have chosen as an appropriate title for a volume 
on homiletics, “The Preacher and His Preaching.” 


It is my hope, and perhaps I should say my expectation, 
if life should be spared through the year, 1947, to publish 
these lectures in a textbook suitable for Bible training 
schools and theological seminaries. 


I am quite disposed to believe 
that “The Preacher and His 
Preaching” is God’s plan for this 
—the church age; that from the 
days of John the Baptist until 
now, and further until Christ shall 
come to conclude the present dis- 
pensation, preaching has _ been, 
and will continue to be, the di- 
vinely- appointed medium of win- 
ning men to Jesus Christ. As the 


Apostle Paul, writing to the Cor- 
“For after that in}; 
the wisdom of God the world by 


inthians, said: 


wisdom knew not God, it pleased 


God by the foolishness of preach- : 
ing to save them that believe” (I 


Cor. 1:21). 

We have had modern prophets 
suggest “a moratorium on preach- 
ing’ of at least two years’ dura- 
tion, arguing that it would be for 
the good of the nation; and an- 
other prophecy that “in ten years 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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gow’ The man of God's choosing 
for the throne of that kingdom 
is the Man Christ Jesus. He is 
the divinely-appointed ruler of 
the kingdoms of this world and is 
the lawful sovereign of every hu- 
man heart. He holds that auth- 
ecrity by a threefold right of cre- 
ation, of redemption, and of pres- 
ervation. But in the world king- 
dom, “We see not yet all things 
put under His feet,” while in the 
individual realm there are many 
who say, “We will not have this 
man to reign over us.” 


And these rebels do,not lack 


a leader. The rebellion is organ- 
ized, and “an enemy hath done 
this.” 


For still our ancient foe, doth 
seek to work us woe. 

His craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate, 

On earth is not his equal. 

Did we in our own strength 
confide, 

Qur striving would be losing. 

Were not the right man on 
our side, 

The man of God’s own choos- 
ing. 

Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus it is He. 

Lord Sabaoth is His name, 
from age to age the same, 

And He must win the battle. 


Will you note that this rebel- 
tion was organized by a brilliant 
leader: it was executed by a clev- 
er strategist; and it included 
Among its participants a com- 
pany of dupes. 


I. This Rebellion Was Organ- 
ized by a Brilliant Leader 

1. For one thing, Absalom was 
sitractive in his outward appear- 
ance. We are told that “In all 
Israel there was none to be so 
much praised as Absalom for his 
beauty” (II Sam. 14:25). Not 
content with his personal comeli- 
ness, Absalom prepared him char- 
ints, and horsemen, and fifty men 
to run before him, thus suggesting 
suthority and popularity to all 
who beheld his equipage. Absalom 
Was an adept in the art of self 
advertising. He played the role 
of the popular prince and his out- 
ward appearance was all in his 
favor. 

Sin, my friends, is usually 
@ressed in its Sunday clothes. Sin 
is usually fascinating in its out- 
ward appearance. “When the 
woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was 
Pleasant to the eyes....she took 
cf the fruit thereof, and did eat.” 


‘ONT DELAY 
3% vad 
G 


Get FREE Gitts 


Renew Your Subscription 
NOW! 


See the SPECIAL 
CHRISTMAS Offer 
ON PAGE 7 


RATES 
U. S. A. 
$2.00 for 1 year. 


Canada and Foreign 
$2.50 for 1 year 


Send your renewal with 
fheck or money order to 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Dlinois 


your 


—— 
>" 


a 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Mntereaqd as second-ciass matte: at the 
post office at Dixon OUlinois, under the 
act of March 3 18:9. Publication office, 
124 ast First Street. Dixon. Address all 
eorrespondence to the Editoria! and execu- 


tive offices 214 West Wesley St.. Whea- 
tor Illinois. 
EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


D.D., LITL.D. 

EDITOR AND PUBLISHER 
Subscription price $2.00 one year; 
$5.00 three years Canada and 
foreign countries, $2.50 a year 
$6.50 for three years, 


Rebellion 


lt is Satan’s business to make sin 
pleasant to the eyes. The great 
white way is always ablaze with 
light. The crowds are there to 
ettest the popularity of Absalom. 
Satan believes in making sin pop- 
ular and attractive, so he plants 
his pleasure houses on the best 
corners, and floods them with 
brightest light. The half-empty, 
dimly-lighted buildings on the side 
streets are churches, and Satan 
gladly leaves them their monopoly 
of gloom. 

Yes, the Devil knows how to 
advertise sin. Plenty of flaming 
posters advertising whisky, beer, 
and cigarettes, but few describ- 
ing the joy of salvation; plenty 
extolling the palaces of pleasure, 
rut few exalting the places of 
prayer. 


“There was none to be so much 
praised as Absalom for his beau- 
ty.” It is the Devil’s way. Absa- 
lom was like the one who inspired 
him—‘“full of beauty and perfect 
in wisdom.” Marvel not, then, if 
bis ministers are transformed as 
angels of light. Your modernist 
professor who compliments Christ 
while denying His deity is the 
very incarnation of suavity and 
winsomeness; a very apostle of 
sweetness. But his beauty is on- 
ly skin deep. Scratch him and 
you will find an infidel! 

2. Mark also that this rebel 
leader was a very religious man. 

“Absalom said unto the king, I 
pray thee, let me go and pay my 
vow, which I have vowed unto the 
Lord, in Hebron.” Absalom you 
f€e was very religious. The name 
of the Lord sat lightly upon his 
tongue. He- was familiar with the 
spiritual vocabulary of Israel. He 
could talk glibly about vows and 
serving the Lord. 

The Devil's’ specialty, dear 
friends, is religion. He has plen- 
ty of it—‘“57 varieties” and you 
can have your choice. Satan’s 
realm is the religious realm, his 
throne is in heavenly places, and 
his wickedness is spiritual wicked- 
res. “For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against prin- 
cipalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wicked- 
ness in high places” (Eph. 6:12). 

The Devil's ambition was not to 
te a fiend, but to be a God. “I 
will be like the Most High.” He 
would sit on the throne and be 
worshipped. Although cast out 
of Heaven, he is still in the thrall- 
dom of that fell ambition. He 
still bids for the worship of the 
human heart. So he moves in the 
realm of religion. Whom do the 
riillions of Mohammedans wor- 
chip? Jesus Christ or Satan? 
The Buddhists? The Hindus? 
The Confucianists? Those heathen 
temples reeking with moral filth 
end abomination and having mil- 
lions of worshipping devotees? 
Do they worship God or Satan? 
And the false religions of the 
Western world? Who is their 
father, God or Satan? Who in- 
vented Spiritism with its demon 
worship? Who invented Chris- 
tian Science with its denial of the 
blood atonement? There is but 
one answer—-Satan, the father of 
lies, the religious usurper. 

Be sure, then, my friend if 
you have religion that you have 
Christ’s religion, not the Devil’s. 
tf you have a religion of works 
without faith it is not Christ’s 
religion. If you have a religion 
of faith without works it is not 
Christ’s religion. Remember that 
Absalom was religious but he was 
a rebel. Remember that religious 
people crucified Christ. 


Il. This Rebellion Was Engi- 
neered by a Clever Strategist 

Absalom was not a handsome 
tool. He had ability as well as 
beauty and he knew how to use 
both. Note some marks of his 
strategy. 


1. “Absalom rose up early.” He 
was at the city gates in the morn- 
ing almost before they were op- 
ened. None ever came to the 
city so early that they arrived be- 
fore Absalom. 

Satan always begins his 
work early in the morning. The 
church will have to rise up earlier 


to be ahead of him. He rose 


early in the morning of human 
history and sat in the gate of 
Eden to meet the first man God 
ereated. He did not let a few 
godly generations grow up before 
he began his heart-stealing busi- 
ness. He rose up early. 


He begins early in the morning 
of childhood for each individual. 
He does not wait for the youth or 
the man of middle age; he begins 
with the child. 
church were as alert to her oppor- 
tunity as Satan is. A professing 
Chistian mother hoped I would 
not urge her boy to a personal 
decision for Christ because he was 
only eleven! How the Devil must 
laugh! Spurgeon said he had no 
trouble with those converted ear- 
ly in life but plenty with those 
converted in later years. If you 
ask me how old a boy or girl 
should be before they are asked 
to receive Christ, I reply—-when 
they are old enough to serve Sa- 
tan they are old enough to serve 
Christ. Satan will begin early 
with these young lives. Let us 
take a leaf out of his book and 
win them early in the morning. 


2. Then, too, Absalom was a 
pastmaster in the art of flattery. 
As each person came to the city 
with matters to be judged Absa- 
lom said, “See, thy matters are 
good and right.” Absalom flat- 
tered every man he met. It mat- 
tered nothing who the man was, 
or what he was—according to 
Absalom he was always in the 
right. 

Absalom is second only to the 
great arch-flatterer himself. Sa- 
tan would never hint to a lost 
soul that his matters were any- 
thing but good and right. The 
essence of the Devil's. religion 
these days is human flattery: 
What is the doctrine of the fath- 
erhood of God but a flattering 
appeal to man’s pride? Every 
man, we are told, has within him 
a spark of the divine. Man is a 
microtheos — a little God. All 
we need do is develop the good 
that is within us. 


My friends, if that is true why 
did Jesus say to a religious man, 
“Ye must be born again”? Why 
did he say of some, “Ye are of 
vour father the devil’? Why did 
Paul say, “They that are the 
children of the flesh, these are 
not the children of God’? 


S$. - But Absalom’s supreme 
strategy was to intercept men on 
their way to the king. “When any 
man came to the king for judg- 
ment, then Absalom called him.’ 
How consummately clever Absalom 
was! To keep men from the grac- 
ious presence of the king; to keep 
them from personal contact with 
the man after God’s own heart, 
was a master stroke of strategy to 
keep them from their lawful king 
and to hold them to his cause. 

And this is exactly Satan’s 
strategy today with awakened, 
seeking souls on their way to 
Christ; he intercepts them, he 
hinders ‘hem, he puts in their way 
every conceivable obstacle to pre- 
vent a personal interview with 
Christ. : 


Oh, men and women, how long 
are you going to let the enemy 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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the custom of preaching would 
have been abandoned”; but neith- 
er suggestion was taken seriously, 
even! Time has already proven 
the inanity of both propositions. 
It still remains a fact, as was 
demonstrated in the days of John 
the Baptist and further illustrat- 
ed in the ministry of the Master, 
that wherever a great preacher 
appears, great audiences gather. 

It is now pretty generally con- 
ceded that it is not the multipli- 
catf6n of priests, magnificence of 
riuals, attractions of music, semi- 
political or professedly scientific 


disquisitions that call men and 
women im crowds! It is, as al- 
ways, by great preaching, and 


there is no indication of approach- 
ing change. 

In the judgment of this writer, 
tnerefore, the objective of the 
present- day Bible training schoo! 
and theological seminary should 
not be the finished orator,-nor the 
superb scholar, nor the social re- 
former, nor the religious special- 
ist, nor the popular author, but 
the virile Gospel preacher instead. 


Turning now to the subject of 
our introductory chapter we will 
consider first 


The Preacher 

Here I am righteously solicitous 
tc discuss briefly and Biblically 
enly the greater essentials. The 
profession is so many-sided that it 
would be almost confusing to at- 
tempt a full presentation of all 
that should be found in the ideal. 
There are, however, certain abso- 
lutes. We select three for con- 
sideration. 

First, his profession should be 
a divine appointment. 


This subject we have discussed 
in Pastoral Problems, chapter one. 
Its importance is such, however, 
es to justify restatement and fur- 
ther emphasis. 

Paul, writing to Timothy, the 
second Epistle, chapter 1, verse 
11, speaks of himself as ‘‘appoint- 
ed a preacher, and an apostle, and 
a teacher of the Gentiles.” He evi- 
cently believed that he was among 
‘the gifts’ to the church made. by 
his ascended Lord in the promise 
of ‘prophets, apostles, evangelists, 
pastors and teachers.’ .It is a 
Significant fact that Paul was so 
impressed with the importance of 
divine appointment to the office 
of preaching that he claimed that 
righ honor in every Epistle pen- 
ned by him. To the Romans he 
said, “Paul, a servant of Jesus 
Christ, called to be an apostle” 
(Romans 1:1). To the Corinth- 
ians he repeated, “Paul, called to 
be an apostle of Jesus Christ” (1 
Cor. 1:1). Even when he wrote 
the second Epistle to the same 
Corinthian people, he repeated his 
divine nomination, and so on to 
the end. This is attested by the 
study of the first verse of every 
Epistle bearing his name, with the 
exception the Epistle to the He- 
brews, where the authorship has 
long been in dispute. Among the 
few arguments to be found in the 
favor of those who doubt that 
Paul penned this Epistle would be 
the failure to introduce it with a 
Claim of divine appointment to 
the ministry.” ; 

It is indeed a question whether 
or not any man should ever oc- 
cupy that high~and holy office, 
except God set him in the same. 
It is not a profession to be chosen 
by mere human preference or oc- 
cupied for personal pleasure or 
promotion. Ambassadors must 
have the backing of the throne! 

Second, his preparation should 
be steeped in prayer. 

Here we appeal to Pentecost in 
demonstration of our claim. The 
aposties, “Peter, and James, and 
John, and Andrew, Philip, and 
Thomas, Bartholomew, and Mat- 
thew, James the son of Alphaeus, 
and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the 
brother of James. These all con- 
tinued with one accord in prayer 
and supplication” (Acts 1:13, 14). 

But for the upper-room ten days 
that preceded Pentecost, it is ex- 
tremely doubtful if Peter’s preach- 
ing and the testimonies of the 
others could ever have fruited in 


Preaching 


TT 


the three thousand converts. A 
good story is told concerning twe 
colored preachers whose conver 
sation (eaves-dropped) went afte 
this manner: 

“Where am _ yo’ 
now, Brothah?” 

“Nowhere,” was the answer. 

“A fine preacher like yo’ ia 
too!” said the first. 

“That is just it,” retorted the 
seeond, “I’m a preachin’ preacher; 
and what the las’ congregation 
wanted was a prayin’ preacher, 
and that ain’t in my line. Seems 
like too much specialization these 
days!” 

It remains a fact, however, that 
speeialization in prayer has al- 
ways been the sine qua non of the 
gospel ministry. 

In his Yale lectures, R. F. Hor- 
ton eneouraged the students for 
the ministry to make the moun- 
tain top of prayer the place of 
constant visitations, and remind- 
ed them that no man could lead 
his people to that pinnacle of 
privilege who was not accustomed 
to go there himself and who had 
not made many footpaths up that 
rill, 


I have found in one of my scrap- 
books the following statement: 
“¥ears of millennial glory have 
been lost by a prayerless church. 
The coming of our Lord Jesus has 
been postponed by a _ prayerless 
church. Hell has enlarged herself 
in the presence of a prayerless 
church. We are raising up & 
prayerless set of saints.” If there 
is some truth in that indictment, 
and there is, the ministry cannot 
escape responsibility. “And it 
shall be, as with the people, se 
with the priest” (Isa. 24:2). 

Third, his speech should be Holy 
Spirit empowered. 

The reservoir of hope for the 
rainistry is in the Master’s prom- 
ise, “Ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come up- 
on you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me” (Acts 1:8).. It is quite 
customary for the opponents .of 
complete education for the minis- 
try to remind the scholarly ambit- 
ious of the day that. Dwight L 
Moody of America was never 
equalled as an evangelist by. the 
proudest product of our Amencan 
universities; that Charles Spur- 
geon of England was never sur- 
passed as a pastor or pulpiteer by 
anyone of the Cambridge or Ox- 
ford valedictorians; that Camp- 
bell Morgan, as an expositor, out- 
shone all the competitors of his 
day; and since not one of them 
ever had any university educa- 
tion, the implication is that higher 
learning too often ignores’ the 
need of the Holy Ghost. But it 
might be well to recall the fact 
that Savonarola stirred all Fior- 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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ence to repentance and moral rev- 
olution; Martin Luther shook the 
entire fabric of Catholicism ; 
President Dwight of Yale downed 
the skeptics of his day; Phillips 
Brooks of Boston made for him- 
self an international reputation as 
a marvelous expositor of Scrip- 
ture and interpreter of Christian- 
ity: each and every one of them 
reached the highest learning, 
giving basis to the better claim 
that what the preacher needs & 
the power of the Spirit resting up- 
on him, whether he be the an- 
learned fisherman—Peter, or Paul 
—the proudest product of Gamal- 
iel’s school. 


Henry Ward i Beecher, the 
Shakespeare of the American pul- 
pit, once when speaking on “The 
Power of Humble Fidelity” said, 
“I have seen teachers and preach- 
ers whose distress of mind seem- 
ed to be that they were endowed 
with a royalty of talents which 
made it very difficult for them 
to know where to go. They were 
Nike big men-of-war that do not 
dare go into shallow channels for 
fear of running aground. On the 
other hand, I have known little, 
uncomely men, like Paul, who 
never thought about where they 
should bestow themselves, who 
took no great account of their 
talents, but who had warm hearts, 
and who were morning and eve- 
ning by the roadside or in the car, 
or in the cottage of the poor, or 
in the resplendent mansion of the 
rich and who, wherever they were, 
were opening the fountain of true 
and divine benevolence.” If, in the 
explanation of this difference, one 
goes deep enough, he will discover 
that in the last analysis, it de- 
pends upon whether man is trust- 
ing in his own superiority or look- 
ing to the never-failing source of 


power—-the Holy Spirit. We 
hear a good deal said these days 
about “tarry meetings.” The 
claim for them, at times, has 


come from questionable quarters, 
but the tarrying necessity will 
never pass! The preacher should 
mever forget that “power belong- 
eth unto God” (Ps. 62:11). 


His Preaching 

All that has been said to date 
regarding the preacher prepares 
the way for the further subject 
of his preaching. On this theme, 
you will pardon me if I employ 
three somewhat inclusive state- 
ments. 

First, the Book should be his 
checking bank. 


Paul, writing to Timothy, en- 
joined upon his junior, “Preach 
the word,” (II Tim. 4:2). The 


word of the Lord to Jonah in the 
far past has never needed changed 
expression. Concerning Nineveh 
He said, “Go unto Nineveh, that 
great city, and preach unto it the 
preaching that I bid thee’”’ (Jonah 
3:2). Harwood Pattison, who 
has what I regard the best book 
on homiletics published within 
seventy-five years, defines preach- 
ing as the “spoken communica- 
tion of divine truth with a view 
to persuasion.” Mark his lan- 
guage, “communication of divine 
truth.” When in the mountain of 
Galilee Christ gave his marching 
orders for the church, He saig to 
His chosen disciples, “All power 
is given unto me in heaven and 
im earth. Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them 
im the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe aill 
things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you” (Matt. 28:18-20). 

It may sound strange to this 
generation for me to remind it 
that William R. Harper was not 
Jwalways as remote from loyalty to 
the Bible as he became in his 
later years. I have in one of my 
acrapbooks a fine quotation from 
his pen to this effect, 

There is a lamentable _ ignor- 
ance of the Bible on the part of 
many ministers and of students 
preparing for the ministry. Theo- 
logical seminaries founded for the 
purpose of training men in the 
knowledge of God, His Word, and 
His dealings with men, discuss 
deeply the question whether God 


is knowable, spend much time in 
deciding whether the Bible is, 
efter all, the Word of God, and 
study minutely every heresy that 
has sprung up since Christianity 
was established, while God as 
inanifested in His Word, and the 
Word as giving God's idea to 
men, are ignored. 

Second, the preacher’s theme 
should be Christ and Him cruci- 
fied. 

The decision of the learned 
apostie, as he exercises his min- 
istry among the cultured Corin- 
thians, becomes an example. Paul 
raid, “For 1 determined not to 
know anything among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified’’ 
(I Cor. 2:2). 

When Philip went down to the 
cify of Samaria, he had but one 


subject for his sermons, he 
“preached Christ unto them.” 
Dr. Theodore Cuyler of the 


Lafayette Avenue Church, Brook- 
lyn. was at once a great pastor, 
a noble soul, and an efficient 
servant of Jesus Christ. When, 
at the end of thirty years he was 
unwillingly surrendering his loved 
work, delivering his last pastoral 
discourse on the joys of the Chris- 
tian ministry, he said, 

Today I write the last page in 
the record of thirty bright, happy, 
Heaven-blessed years among you 
.... When my closing eyes shall 
look on that record for the last 
time, I hope to discover there only 
one name—the name that is above 
every name, the name of Him 
whose glory crowns this Easter 
morn with radiant splendor, the 
name of Jesus Christ. 

Blessed is that ministry which 
honors Him, ‘Whom God hath 
highly exalted and given a name 
which is above every name,’ the 
only One of Whom it could be 
said, “Neither is there salvation 
in any other, for there is none 
other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be 
saved.” 

To me, Joseph Parker was a 
mighty minister of the gospel of 
Christ. Christian philosophy 
scintillated at his lips) and I re- 
sent any criticism of his pro- 
fessional career; and yet I can 
understand the report of that 
American who, when in London 
years ago, went to hear Parker 
in the morning and Spurgeon at 
night, and was reputed to have 
commented concerning the morn- 
ing service, “Grand preaching, 
marvelous pulpit oratory,” but at 
the- close of the evening sermon 
delivered by Mr. Spurgeon said, 
“what a wonderful Saviour is 
Jesus!"’ The ministry that brings 
a compliment to the minister will 
never equal the ministry that 
exalts the Christ. 

Third, his purpose should be 
complete persuasion. 

Let us not forget the Harwood 
Pattison definition of preaching: 
“The spoken communication of 
divine truth with a view to per- 
suasion.” The objective of every 
sermon should be identical. 

Paul speaks of his ministry as 
“the ministry of reconciliation,” 
and when he stood before Festus 
and pleaded the cause of Christ, 
Agrippa said unto Paul, “Almost 
thou persuadest me to be a Chris- 
tian.”’ In fact, that was his 
absolute intent! 

If the preacher’s sermon does 
not move to the objective of 
decision, as the arrow § strikes 
straight for its intended mark, 
that minister’s preaching is in 
vain, and the oratory of politicians 
commonly employed for the ex- 
press purpose of winning to an 
idea should surely shame him, 

It is said that when Demos- 
thenes addressed the Athenians 
against the Macedonians, his 
audience arose crying, “Let us go 
fight Philip’; and that when Mark 
Antony indicted the murderers 
of Julius Caesar, he stirred his 
auditors to action; and when 
Wellington, rising in his stirrups, 
shot forth the thrilling command, 
“Let the whole line advance!” 
Napoleon’s opposition was doomed. 

So when the minister reaches 
the conclusion and acme of his 
appeal (and there should be one), 
his audiences ought to be emo- 
tionally moved to high decision; 
the Christian company to under- 


take more for Christ, and the un- 
converted crowd to _ instantly 
accept Him, 

But I have brought you thus 
far, omitting the most important 
point concerning the whole sub- 


ject of the preacher and _ his 
preaching, namely, 
His Preparation 
Paul, writing to the Romans, 


raised the question, “How shall 
they preach except they be sent?” 
We propose a kindred interroga- 
tion, “How shall they preach ex- 
cept they be prepared?” 

We have already suggested the 
necessity of prayer in preparation 
for preaching, but there are other 
essentials that should be added. 
Let mé mention three of them. 


The first of them is_ self 
preparation! 
No man is fitted for a pupit 


ministration of the Word merely 


because he is physically in fine 
fettle and mentally equipped. 
Preaching demands body and 


mind but still more, an attuned 


spirit. 
Walter Trine, the Christian 
Scientist, has a book entitled, “In 


Tune With the Infinite.” While 
dissenting from his general @on- 
ception we willingly assent to the 
suggestion that no man can 
preach whose spirit is not in tune 
with the Holy One. To me, that 
is the explanation of what Joseph 
Parker, the great London Temple 
preacher, had in mind when asked 
concerning his remarkable pray- 
ers commonly uttered in connec- 
tion with the Temple service. The 
question was, “Mr. Parker, do you 
prepare your prayers before you 
enter the pulpit?” 

It was a very natural question, 
because any man reading Joseph 
Parker’s pulpit prayers is pro- 
foundlly impressed by the in- 
tensity of feeling that even cold 
print cannot deaden, the chastity 
of language in which they were 
commonly voiced, and, above aill, 
the almost infinite variety that 
characterized his successive peti- 
tions. His answer was illumi- 
nating in the last degree. 

“No indeed! I prepare myself 
by prayer, rather than prepare the 
prayers, They are the spontaneous 
utterances of my heart as these 
are given by the Holy Ghost. I do 
not feel as if they were mine, and 
ofttimes I feel refreshed by what 
passes through my soul’and by 
what is uttered by my lips, and 
sometimes I stop suddenly because 
no more has been given me to 
say.” 

A frequent visitor to the Temple, 
himself a minister, said, “I can 
listen to Parker’s sermons with- 
out a tear; but I cannot control 
my emotions when I follow him in 
his prayers.” 

Let it be understood, then, that 
no man is prepared to preach un- 
til by communion with the Father 
he has somehow come into tune 
with the Infinite. 

Second, study, not school, is the 
“sine qua non”! 

God forbid that I should sa 
aught that would discourage edu- 


cation. I believe in it. That's 
why I am giving my life to it. I 
believe in schools. That’s why 


I attended them and why I have 
establisheg three of them. Both 
the teaching of Scripture and my 
observation have convinced me 
fully and, once for all, that the 
school is important because it is 
a place of study, provides oppor- 
tunity for study; in fact, lays 
upon the student the demands of 
study. It is not the school, there- 
fore, that makes the preacher. It 
is the study instead! That is how 
it happened that Mr. Moody could 
be America’s most outstanding 
preacher and never know aught of 
higher schools of learning. He 
was a student. That is how it 
came to pass that Mr. Spurgeon 
was, like Saul of old, head and 
shoulders above the preachers of 
his country and generation. He 
saw little of the schools. He knew 
much of study. That’s why it 
came to pass that Campbell 
Morgan, the non-schooled but the 
assiduous. student, outshone his 
fellow ministers in pulpit ministra- 
tions, especially in Biblical exposi- 
tion. 

I have*a very dear friend, of 
my own age, who enjoys a na- 
tional reputation as a Bible ex- 
positor. One day I asked him the 
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The Business of the Church Is 
to Bear Fruit, That Is, 
Win Souls 

Our Lord said, “I am the true 
vine, and my Father is the hus- 
bandman. Every branch in me 
that beareth not fruit He taketh 
away.” If a vine had intelligence 
and could talk, it would say: “I 
am more interested in bearing 
fruit than I am in anything else.” 

The business of a Christian 
church is to bear fruit. This does 
not mean that it is the primary 
business of a church to get mem- 
bers. The vine is not interested 
in selling itself. The fruit sells the 
vine. The business of a church is not 
to “sell itself.’” It is the busi- 
ness of a church to produce fruit, 
that is, to win lost people to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thus “sell” 
the Lord Jesus Christ to a lost 
world. There are many churches 
in America in which no soul is 
ever saved, and there are many 
so-called Christian educational in- 
stitutions that have no emphasis 
whatsoever on soul winning. Great 
churches with beautiful steeples 
and fine pipe organs and cold, for- 
mal religious. services in which 
souls are not saved, are like beau- 
tiful vines that do not bear fruit, 
The fruit a vine bears is what 
gives value to the vine. Jesus said 
that we can judge a tree by the 
fruit it bears. You can also judge 
a church by the fruit it bears. 
This does not mean that you can 
judge a church just by the num- 
ber of members it gets. The more 
unconverted people brought into 
a church the less fruit that church 
will bear. God was never greatly 
interested in quantity. He is in- 
terested in quality. A small vine 
that bears luscious fruit is more 
valuable than a beautiful large 
vine that never bears any fruit. 
Vines that do not bear fruit en- 
cumber the earth. They are a 
hindrance to the growth of other 
things. They suppress the life in 
other plants. A cold, desi church 
in a community, instead of help- 
ing the community, is a hindrance 
in the community. Such a church 
chokes the spiritual life out of the 
other churches. Such a church is 
the type we read about in Revela- 
tion that nauseates the Lord Jesus 
Christ like lukewarm water naus- 
eates a human being. According 
to the Word, such a church is 
spewed out of the mouth of God. 

+ a r 


The Lord Leaves Churches 
That Do Not Win Souls 


“Every branch in me that bear- 
eth not fruit He taketh away.” 
There are churches in America 
that at one time were great soul- 
winning centers. Then the 
churches began to die spiritually. 
So the Lord simply came along 
and clipped the dead branches 
from the spiritual vine. He did 
not destroy the branches. He just 
left them in the hands of men. 
Some of these dead branches have 
been wonderfully preserved by men 
who love religious tradition. They 
take the branch and put it in a 
sort of museum. When visitors 
come to town, they say, “We wish 
to show you a certain church. It 
has been here many years. It was 
founded by So-and-So.” You look 
at the cornerstone, and you see the 
date when the church was built. 
A Yemorial window here was 
for someone's great - great - great 
grandmother who came over on 
the Mayflower or some other kind 
of boat so many years ago. Peo- 
ple say, “We certainly do have a 
historic church. We have taken 
good care of it and preserved it.” 


Many such churches are dead. 


branches that the Lord has thrown 
away, but men have preserved 


them. 
a ° a 


Ministers Who Cease to Win 
Souls Become Dead Wood, 
Useless to God 

We have known in our lifetime 
ministers of the Gospel who in 
their early days were great soul 
winners. They brought forth 


Then later they had 


much fruit. 
ecclesiastical ambitions. They 
liked to sit in the “high seats in 
the synogogue.” They liked to 
be heads of groups and be looked 
up to ecclesiastically. They are 
now big men in a worldly way, but 
in God's sight they are dead 
branches. They no longer bear 
fruit, and God has just clipped 
them off from the vine. But the ec- 
clesiastical machine did not clip 
them off. It preserved them and 
held them up as models for young 
preachers. Such men are not good 
models. The ministers of the 
Gospel who should be models for 
young preachers are the soul-win- 
ning ministers. 

We read in the New Testament 
where the people spoke of the 
early Christians as those that 
turned the world upside down. The 
Bible does not say that he that be- 
cometh a bishop or a moderator or 
a chairman of a board or presi- 
dent of a university or director 
of a foundation or promoter of an 
ecclesiastical cause is wise. God 
says, “He that winneth souls is 
wise.” It is going to be an awful 
day at judgment for some of these 
vines that God has clipped off but 
the ecclesiastical machine pre- 
served as models for young 
preachers. As God looks down 
from Heaven on His vine, the 
thing that delights Him is the clus- 
ter of grapes that He sees. Church 
steeples are all right, but they do 


not impress God very much, 
* . > 


God Is Interested in Fruit 

Wonderful music and great or- 
gans are nice, but God heard the 
morning stars sing together. So 
a big church organ is a mighty 
little instrument in the eyes of 
Almighty God. Lovely clerical 
robes and beautifully-dressed sing- 
ers do not attract the attention of 
Almighty God. He Himself is 
clothed with eternal light and 
glory. What God likes to see is a 
minister of the gospel or layman 
winning some poor lost soul to 
Christ. He is looking for fruit, 
The church that does not bear 
fruit in the sense that it wins souls 
to Christ, and the minister or lay- 
man who is not out bringing the 
lost to the Lord Jesus Christ in 
the sight of Almighty God really 
encumber the earth. They are 
branches that He clips off but the 
type branches that so many peo- 
ple seem to prefer instead of 
branches that bring forth fruit. An 
unregenerated world and God do 
not seem to agree about spiritual 
values. 

The writer takes the side of God 
in the controversy. After preach- 
ing the gospel for many years, he 
is convinced that the main busi- 
ness of a minister or layman is to 
win the lost to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. That is also the main busi- 
ness of any church in any place 
on this earth. When the main 
business of an individual or an or- 
ganization is neglected, then that 
organization and that individual 
do not function along the line of 
God's directive will and purpose. 


question, “What college are you 
from ?” 
He laughed, “None!” 
“What theological seminary?” 
“Never saw the inside of one!” 
“What high school?” 
“Never entered one.” 
“Where, then, were 
trained ?”’ 
His answer was, “In the College 


you 
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James was called .to see a SiCK 
man. I put up a piece of bread 
for his lunch—-it was the best 1 
could do—wrapped my plaid shawl 
around his neck and then tried 
to whisper a promise as I often 
had, but the words died away up- 
cn my lips. I let him go without 
it. 

That was a dark, hopeless day. 
I coaxed the children to bed early, 
for I could not bear their talk. 
When Ruth went, I listened to her 
prayer. She asked for the last 
time most explicitly for her doll 
and for skates for her brothers. 
Her bright face looked so lovely 
when she whispered to me, “You 
know, I think they’ll be here early 
tomorrow morning, Mama,” that 


i thought I could move Heaven 
and earth to save her from dis- 
eppointment. I sat down alone 
and gave way to the most bitter 
Lears. 

Before long James_ returned, 
chilled and exhausted. He drew 
off his boots. The thin stockings 
clipped off with them and his feet 
were red with cold. “I wouldn't 
treat a dog that way; let alone 
a faithful servant,” I said. Then 
as I glanced up and saw the hard 
ines in his face and the look of 
aespair, it flashed across me that 
James nad let go, too. 


I brought him a cup of tea, 
feeling sick and dizzy at the very 
thought. . He took» my hand and 
we sat for an hour without a 
word. I wanted to die and meet 


The Preacher and His 
Preaching 


(Continued from Page 3) 
college who is noi a student and 
consequently, holds little or no 
prospect of eventual success. 
Many a student who has no di- 
ploma from any earthly school 
is on his way upward, and no 
man can tell to what heights he 
will eventually rise. 

If your work in school makes a 
student of you, one of the es- 
sential preparations for preaching 
will have been accomplished. If 
you leave school with no love of 
study, the background of _ the 
school will be of little value. 

Paul, writing to Timothy, said, 
“Study to show thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly di- 
viding the word of truth,” 

Third, the Spirit’s enduement is 
the secret of power. 

We have incidentally referred 
to this fact in the previous sen- 
tence of this communication, but 
we desire now to lay upon it 
special emphasis. Beyond ques- 
tion, one of the ways of impressing 
truth is by illustration, and a 
little while ago I happened upon 
a little booklet entitled ‘““The March 
of Faith,” written by Lindley J. 
Baldwin. It was the story of a 
young African boy whose native 
name was Kaboo, but who, in the 
process of changes, came to be 
known as Samuel Morris. There 
seems every evidence that the 
story is true to the last letter; and, 
beyond all question, it is equally 
a divine work of grace and even 
more exciting and dramatic than 
was the conversion of the Apostle 
Paul. In fact, in many respects it 
parallels it, and in some, _ sur- 
passes that outstanding historic 
incident. 

Kaboo was the son of a tribal 
chieftain, and, as is the custom 
among the tribes of Africa, his 
father was often involved in war, 
and when the loser, was compelled 
to pay a ransom. Three times 
over he fought other chieftains 
and three times he lost; and, in 
each instance, after he had 
brought to his successful opponent 
every material expression of 
wealth that his tribe owned, the 
conquerer demanded more, and the 
son was turned over as a hostage. 
In each instance he was merci- 
lessly beaten with the view to 
compelling his father to put up 
more wealth and thereby soften 
his sufferings. In the _ third 
instance the cruel, drinking 
chieftain finally went to the point 
of burying Kaboo in an upright 
position, leaving only his head 
above ground that ants, in the big 
ant-hill near by, might slowly 
torment to death and carry away 
by bits, every particle of flesh. 
It was at that point that the Lord 
interposed. Suddenly a light above 
the brightness of the sun broke 
over the entire company, blinding 
his tormentors, ang an audible 
voice was heard, telling Kaboo to 
quit the grave and flee. All heard 
the voice and saw the light, but 
they saw no man, save Kaboo. In 
spite of the weakened condition 
of the ad from beatings and loss 
of blood, he was filled with 
strength from every muscle, and 
though he had had nothing to eat 
for a day or two, he felt neither 
hunger nor weariness. Leaping 


out, he obeyed, fleeing with the 
speeq of a deer before the as- 
tonished eyes of his persecutors. 
Running into the forest he shortly 
found that night was falling, and 
felt that he had no more safety 
among the beasts and serpents 
than he had enjoyed with these 
beastly men; but, strange to Say, 
the same light that had lifted him 
from the living grave reappeared 
with the coming of darkness and 
illumined the path ahead of his 


feet. It was like the time when 
the children of Israel, leaving 
Egypt, had the .Lord go before 


them by day in a pillar of cloud 
and by night in a pillar of fire, 
and for the same purpose, ‘to give 
him light.’ 

Thus directed and illumined to 
the point where neither man nor 
beast approached him, he kept his 
way through the forest until he 
suddenly came upon a village of 
a sort he had never dreamed. 
Srange white men were found 
there and to his amazement they 
were kind, and from them he 
learned of one Stephen Merritt in 
New York City, a far-away place 
of which he had never heard be- 
fore; but in his yearnings after 
the truth he decided to go to New 
York and sit at the feet of Stephen 
Merritt, and in order to learn from 
him, become his slave. 

After he was thrice rejected, a 
bruta] sea captain, forced by the 
shortage of help, finally took him 
on; and though storms and 
enemies threatened the voyage 
many times and a number of the 
ship’s crew were killed in the 
process, Kaboo at last was put 
down in New York City. 

He saw a man passing, and 

having learned from white friends 
in Africa of Stephen Merritt, 
Kaboo asked the man if he knew 
him. He was one of the rousta- 
bouts that hang around misisons, 
and he said, “Yes, I will take you 
to him,” which he did. 
Stephen Merritt proved afresh 
his wonderful Christian profes- 
sion by taking this black ragged 
little boy into his home and found 
out shortly that wherever the boy 
went men were on their faces 
in penitence, crying to God for 
salvation. The colored meetings 
that he addressed were shaken as 
was the Jerusalem company on 
that day of Pentecost, and white 
people in great numbers repented 
at his word. 

The schoo] that Stephen Mer- 
ritt arranged for him to attend in 
Indiana| Taylor University, was 
on the verge of bankruptcy and 
door closing; but through the 
influence af this lad, money began 
to flow in, and ypon his later and 
sudden death the flow continued 
until the school was recovered. 

It is the most remarkable story 
printed in America in a hundred 
years, and it is the finest illustra- 
tion of the fact that neither 
natural ability, nor literary cul- 
ture, nor university opportunity, 
compare in imparting power to 
the preacher as does the endue- 
ment of the Holy Ghost, 

I conclude this lecture, there- 
fore, with the Master’s injunction, 
“Tarry ye ... , wuntilysye be 


endued with power from on high.” 


God and tell Him His promise 
wasn’t true—my soul was so full 
of rebellious despair. 

There came a sound of bells, a 
quick step and a loud knock at 
the door. James sprang up to 
open it. There stood Deacon 
White. “A box came by express 
just before dark. I brought it 
around as soon as I could get 
away. Reckoned it might be for 
Christmas. ‘At any rate,’ I said, 
‘they shall have it tonight.’ Here 
is a turkey my wife asked me to 
fetch along and these other things 
I believe belong to you.” 


There were a basket of pota- 
toes and a bag of flour. Talking 
all the time, he hurried in the 
box and then with a hearty good- 
right he rode away. 


Still without speaking, James 
tound a chisel and opened the box. 
He drew out first a thick red 
bianket and we saw that beneath 
it, the box was full of clothing. 
It seemed at that moment as if 
Christ fastened upon me a look 
vf reproach. James sat down and 
covered his face with his hands. 
“I can’t touch them,” he explain- 
ed. “I haven't been true, just 
when God was trying me to see 
if 1 could hold out. Do you think 
I could not see how you were 
suffering? And I had no word 
of comfort to offer. I know now 
how to preach the awfulness of 
turning away from God.” 

“James,” I said, clinging to him, 
“don’t take it to heart like this. 
I am to blame. I ought to have 
helped you. We will ask Him to- 
gether to forgive us.” 

“Wait a moment, dear. 
not talk now.”” Then he went into 
another room. I knelt down—and 
my heart broke. In an instant 
all the darkness, all the stubborn- 
ness rolled away! Jesus came 
sgain and stood before me, with 
the loving word, “Daughter!” 

Sweet promises of tenderness 
and joy flooded my soul. I was 
so lost in praise and gratitude 
that I forgot everything else. I 
do not know how long it was be- 
fore James came back, but I knew 
he, too, rad found peace. 

“Now, my dear wife,” he said, 
“let us thank God together,” and 
he then poured out words of praise 

Bible words, for—nothing else 
could express our thanksgiving. 

It was eleven o'clock: the fire 
was low and there was the great 
box with nothing touched but the 
warm blanket we needed. We 
piled on some fresh logs, lighted 
two candles and began to examine 
our treasures. 


I can- 


We drew out an overcoat. I 
made James try it on—just the 
right size-—and I danced around 


him, for all my lightheartedness 
had returned. Then there was a 
cloak and he insisted on seeing 
me in it. My spirits always in- 
fecteq him and we both laughed 
like foolish children, 

Phere were a warm suit of 
clothes also and three pairs of 
woolen hose. There were a dress 
for me and yards of flannel, a 
pair of arctic overshoes for each 
of us and in mine a slip of paper. 
I have it now and mean to hand 
it down to my children. It was 
Jacob’s blessing to Asher: “Thy 
shoes shall be iron and brass; and 
as thy days, so shall thy strength 
be.” In the gloves, evidently for 
James, the same dear hand had 
written: “‘I the Lord thy God will 
hold thy right hand, saying unto 
thee, Fear not; I will help thee.” 

It was a wonderful box and 
packed with thoughtful care. 
There were a suit of clothes for 
each of the boys ang a little red 
gown for Ruth. There were mit- 
tens, scarfs, and hoods, and down 
in the center—a box. We opened 
it and there was a great wax 
doll!! I burst into tears again 
ang James wept with me for joy. 
It, was too much! And then we 
both exclaimed again, for’ close 
bebingd it came two pairs of 
skates. There were books for us 
to read—some of them I had 
wished to -see—-stories for the 
children to read, aprons and un- 
derclothing, knots of ribbons, a 
gay little tidy, a lovely photo- 
graph, needles, buttons and 
thread; actually a muff, and an 
envelope containing a_ ten-dollar 
gold piece, 

At last we cried over . every- 
thing we took up. It was past 
midnight and we were faint and 
exhausted even with happiness. 


I made a cup of tea, cut a fresh 


Speaking With Tongues 


“And they were all filled with the Hol 
gan to speak. with other tongues, as the 


utterance.”’—Acts 2:4. 


TT 


Ghost, and be 
pirit gave them 


“Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with 
my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others 
also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue,.”— 


I Cor. 14:19. | 
“If therefore the whole 


church become together into 


one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come im 
those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say 
that ye are mad?”—I Cor. 14:23, . 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


What does the Bible teach about Christians speaking 
with other tongues or languages? Is speaking with foamed 


the Bible evidence of the baptism in the Holy Ghost? 


The 


subject of tongues‘is worth study because it.is in the Bible, 
Then we need to learn what the Bible says on this subject 
for two great reasons, at least. ) 

First, there is such a widespread difference of opinion, 
separating earnest, Bible-believing Christians, that, if pos- 
sible, the truth of the matter should be sought carefully in 
humility and with an open mind in order that Christians 


may understand each other and be of one mind. 


It must 


grieve God that many people who love Him and believe the 
Bible think so harshly of one another and differ so radically 
with one another on these questions. 


But the second great reason for 
studying the question of tongues 
in the Bible is even more import- 
ant. I am convinced that thou- 
sands of people, by a false under- 


Standing of this subject, seek 
for the experience of speaking 
in tongues instead of seek- 


ing for the power of the Holy 
Spirit to win souls. And multi- 
plied thousands of other Christians 
are so repulsed by what seems to 
them fanaticism, that they are 
turned away from any study of 
the fullness of the Spirit and they 
co not seek and do not find the 
mighty power which God has 
promised to those who wait upon 
Him to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. It is my earnest hope 
that by a careful, brotherly Bible 
study of this subject of speaking 
in tongues we may help to pre- 
pare thousands of Christians to 
seek and find the fullness of God’s 
Holy Spirit, His power upon a 
soul-winning testimony which they 
ctherwise might not even desire 
or believe possible. I want Chris- 
tians to be filled with the Spirit 
of God. I want them to be endued 
with power from on high. I want 
them to have all the blessings 
that God has for them. I want 
Christians, myself included, _ to 
have all the power and fruitful- 
ness that New Testament Chris- 
tians had. I believe that misun- 
derstanding of the question of 
speaking in tongues hinders re- 
vival and hinders soul winning. 
With this honest motive, then, I 
seek to help readers see what the 
Bible teaches about speaking with 
tongues. 


I am an evangelist, 
calling and choice. My passion, 
my burden is to see God’s saints 
revived and to see the mighty 
power of Bible Christianity felt 


both by 


egain in America and all the 
loaf of breag and James boiled 
some eggs. We drew up the 


table before the fire. How we en- 
joyed our supper! And then we 
sat talking over our life and how 
sure a help God always proved. 


You should have seen the chil- 
dren the next morning! The boys 
raised a shout at the sight of 
their skates—Ruth caught up her 
doll and hugged it tightly with- 
out a word; then she went into her 
room and knelt by her bed, 

When she came back _— she 
whispered to me, “I knew it 
would be here, Mama, but I want- 
ed to thank God just the same, 
you know.” 

“Look here, wife, see the dif- 
ference!” We went to the win- 
dow and there were the boys out 
of the house already and skating 
on the crust with all their might. 

My husband and I both tried 
to return thanks to the church in 
the East that sent us the box—and 
have trieq to return thanks unto 
God every day since. 

Hard times have come again 
and again, but we have trusted 
in Him—dreading nothing so 
much as a doubt of His protecting 
care. “They that seek the Lord 
shall not want any good thing.” 

(From The Sword Book of 
Treasures and Sworg of the Lord 
Publishers, $2.50.) - er 


world. We do not seek here te 
build any denomination. We do 
not seek here to oppose any move- 
ment of godly people. We do not 
seek a quarrel with Christian 
brethren. Rather, we seek simply 
tu help men understand the Word 
cf God and to clear away the 
hindrances to _ revival, showing 
them what God wants them to 
do and what He deos not want 
them to do; showing them what 
they need in order to do God’s 
work and what they do not need 


I. My Personal Testimony 

If the reader will kindly forgive 
the personal pronoun for a bit, 
I will use it to give a personal 
testimony. In my early ministry 
{ saw the absolute necessity for 
the power of the Holy Spirit upon 
my life and ministry, if I were te 
he and do what God wanted me 
to be and do. I determined,_at 
any cost under Heaven, to have 
the fullness of God’s power. I 
longed to win souls. I longed to 
be used of God in bringing reviv- 
als. And so I promised God’ that 
I would go anywhere the quest 


led me, take gladly anything He 
gave me, pay any cost He re- 


quired, if only He would fill me 
with His Spirit. I went into this 
tongues question then quite thor- 
oughly. I attended the services 
cf tongues preachers. I read ev- 
ery book on this subject that I 
could find, written by godly lead- 
ers of the Pentecostal movement. 
I was willing to talk in tongues 
if that was necessary to having 
the fullness of God. I knew there 
would be reproach on me if I 
should speak with tongues. I 
knew it would be a heart-breaking 
thing for me to leave my denomi- 
nation, as, of course, I should do, 
if I personally experienced and 
tien began to preach speaking in 
tongues as the duty of Christians 
and as necessary evidence to the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit. As 
God is my witness, I faced that 
matter honestly, prayerfully, with 
many tears, with long, long hours 
of prayer. I studied my Bible 
with holy eagerness to learn 
what God’s Word taught on this 
subject.. But God first showed me 
(Continued on Page 5) 
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Speaking With Tongues 


(Continued from Page 4) 

in the Word that speaking in 
tongues was not the Bible evi- 
cence of fullness of the Spirit 
and that it was not expected of 
Christians generally, and gave me 
perfect peace of mind on this 
question. I knew I had found His 
will, And then, praise His name, 
He also, in His infinite mercy, 
breathed upon me power from 
Heaven, for which my heart had 
cried so long, with the result that 
multiplied thousands of souls have 
keen saved under my ministry. 

Let no one say, then, that I 
shrink from having all God has 
for a Christian. That is not true. 
Let no one say that I feared the 
disapproval of men. I was will- 
ing to face it then, had God so 


led. I have since, more than once, 
faced the disapproval of good 
men to do the will of God. I de- 


liberately took the course which 
lost me the friends of a lifetime, 
classmates in college and univer- 
sity and seminary, as well as 
Christian associates in my de- 
romination, by taking a stand for 
the verbal inspiration of the Bible 
and against evolutionary teach- 
ing. I have repeatedly taken such 
a strong stand for holy living by 
Christians and have preached so 
boldly and earnestly to please God 
and, by His grace, to help bring 
revival, that I have often suffered 
at the hand of brethren who 
thought me too fanatical. Let no 
one say that I feared to face the 
consequences if I should speak in 
tongues. That is untrue. 

Nor should anyone accuse this 
unworthy author of being against 
the fullness .of the Holy Spirit. 
On the contrary, that fullness has 
been my heart’s desire and, thank 
God, my rejoicing, these many 
years. It has also been the re- 
peated subject of my preaching 
and writing. And as one of the 
most unworthy of Christ’s serv- 
ants, I say it with praise to God 
and a deep sense of my weakness, 
that I know I have been 
breathed upon by the Holy Spirit 
in power. _I Know that I have 
felt, in .a..degree for which Jd 
should. be profoundly grateful and 
should not apologize, the passion 
and tears and holy boldness, and 
power of the Holy Spirit which 
has enabled me to win many 
‘lhousands of souls to Christ. Not 
i. bit of eredit, not even so large 
aS a grain of sand, do I deserve, 
but a degree of blessing has rest- 
ed upon my poor labors for which 
I must give glory to God and say 
that the power of His blessed 
Spirit has been present to make 
my labors fruitful. No one, there- 
fore, can properly say either that 
I have not earnestly sought the 
will of God in this matter nor 
that I have failed to have a meas- 
ure of blessing that entitles me to 
speak, as humbly as I may, on 
this matter, what I find in the 
Word of God. 

Someone may say, “If you have 
not talked in tongues, how can 
you tell what God requires? How 
can you speak without experi- 
ence?” That question deserves 
an answer and it is easy to give 
an honest one. The answer is, 
this matter must be settled by the 
Bible, not by anybody’s experi- 
ence. Our Mormon friends long 
laught that polygamy was com- 
manded of God. But it would be 
foolish to suppose that I would 
have to try polygamy and have 
two or three wives at once in or- 
cer to know what the Bible, the 
Word of God, teaches on this sub- 
ject! I never “fell under the 
power” in a trance, yet I do not 
need to have that experience to 
see whether God’s Word requires 
such an experience, either for sal- 
vation or for healing. I know 
Some men who were led to trust 
in Christ while lost in the vast 
Facific in a rubber life raft. I 
never had their experience and I 
do not need to have that experi- 
ence to find out whether the Bible 
requires one to be lost in a life 
raft before he can be saved. If 
the Bible tells how to be saved, 
‘that settles it without hearing 
strange experiences of others. I 
never had delirium tremens either, 
but I have a perfect right to learn 
from the Bible that drunkenness 
is wrong, ‘without the experience. 


- 


ba «ins Sata Po ere 


oye 


Bible questions are not settled by 
men’s experience but by the Word 
of God. 


If one who reads these words 
lays aside the book without thor- 
ough study, with indignation be- 
cause it does not bear out your 
own private opinions, then the 
reader does not seek the truth as 
earnestly as I have sought it 
through many years. If one ac- 
cuses the writer of not sinterely 
seeking to find the will of God 
cn the tongues question and of 
not being willing to have any- 
tning that would please God and 
Scripturally prepare one to win 
souls, then the reader’s attitude 
is not as charitable as the writ- 
er's, and that attitude may well 
be a bias, a preference in favor 
of the reader’s own way instead 
of God’s way. If any reader 
sornfully accuses that the author 
had not been filled with the Holy 


Spirit, not “baptized with the 
Holy Ghost,” than I beg you 
to consider whether your com- 


plaint does not prove that you 
are missing the point of the whole 
matter. Poor as I am, God has 
enabled me to be a Spirit-filled 
witness, fulfilling the promise of 
Jesus in Acts 1:8. Tens of thou- 
sands have claimed Christ as Sav- 
inur under my poor ministry. Can 
any honest heart think that is of 
less importance to God than talk- 
ing in tongues? And whatever 
the failures of the author, that 
will not excuse the reader if he 
did not quietly and _ earnestly 
and. humbly search through this 
riatter in the light of the Word 
cf God. Arrogance and denomi- 
national pride and boasting over 
others are poor evidences of a 
“pirit-filled life. So I plead with 
the reader to diligently study the 
material here presented, as I have 
done, through many years and 
with much toil and many tears, 
and, thank God, with great re- 
joicing and victory and power. 
Honest, Bible-believing Christians 
must be willing to go back to the 
Bible to settle this matter of the 
fullness of the Spirit and what it 
will mean and how to have it. It 
cannot- he settled by human ex- 
perience alone, but by the Word 
of ,God. 

Let us also make it clear that 
we retreat not one inch from the 
position that.the whole Bible is 
the Word of God and everything 
taught in the Bible can be be- 
keved. Let us go even further 
and say that we believe the prom- 
ises of the New Testament are 
for us and the blessings of New 
Testament times are for Chris- 
tians in these modern days. I be- 
lieve that the gifts of the Spirit 
may still be given as it pleases 
God. I believe there was a gift 
of tongues in Bible times, and 
thiere may be gifts of tongues to- 
Cay. We do not see many mir- 
acles, but there is nothing in the 
Rible to indicate that God will 
rever work any miracles in our 
day. We may not see the mani- 
festation of some of the gifts of 
the Spirit enumerated in I Corin? 
thians, chapter 12. But I verily 
believe that as the Holy Spirit 
wills He may still give them, “di- 
viding to every man severally as 
he will’ (I Cor. 12-11). 

I agree with the late Dr. W. B. 


Riley who, in The Bible of the 
Expositor and the Evangelist, 
said: 


“That such a tongue existed in 
the New Testament experience 
cannot be sanely disproved; that 
the gifts of the New Testament 
time were intended for all ages is 
not the gubject of doubt with 
some of us. With Gordon we af- 
firm that it is impossible for me 
to look at that rich cluster of 
promises that hang by a single 
stem in Mark 16:16-18, and pluck 
out what suits us, declaring that 
the rest of them obtained only 
for a short time. Such treatment 
of the Word of God is unworthy 
the sincere students of the Bible. 
The ‘gift’ is there, and the ‘gift’ 
may be here.” 

Accepting every part of the Bi- 
ble as the Word.of God and be- 
lieving that all the New Testa- 
ment is for us today, I insist that 
we must go to the Bible, the Word 
of God, to settle the question of 


Santa Claus 


(Continued from Page 1) 


a Christmas tree, and we speak 
about Santa Claus in a symbolic 
way. All my children from baby- 
hood have been taught the simple 
truth that Santa Claus is simply 
a mythical character who does not 
exist. Rather, Santa Claus repre- 
sents an idea of Christmas cheer 
ang giving. If it be prayerfully 
done with the ideas I have men- 
tioned, I do not know that it would 
be wrong. And I certainly would 
not want to make other people 
unhappy by interferring with what 
they mean for innocent joy at 
Christmas time, provided that they 
do not deceive anybody. 

I think it is all right for Min- 
nesotans to talk about “Paul 
Bunyan,” although everybody 
knows that that fabled lumber- 
man never lived. “Jack Frost” is 
not a real person, though he is an 
attractive figure of speech. ‘“‘Uncle 
Sam” is not a real person, but is a 
convenient and pleasant symbol. I 
would not think any one a poor 
Christian who used the symbo] or 
name of “Uncle Sam” or “Jack 
Frost” or “Paul Bunyan” or 
“Santa Claus,” provided they did 
not try to deceive. I do not be- 
lieve there are any witches riding 
around on broom sticks, but I do 
not mind that king of decorations 
for a Hallowe'en social, if the 
social is otherwise all right. 

Of course, the main thing to re- 
member is that Jesus Christ must 
re first with us Christians. We 
have no right to have any social 
affairs or any private or public 
joys or labors or sorrows into 
which Jesus Christ does not come 
as our Saviour and Lord and the 
Gelight of our heart. We should 
remember the command, “Wheth- 
er therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
giory of God” (I Cor. 10:31). We 
must be careful not to judge oth- 
ers but each to judge his own 
heart. Each one must give an 
account to God for his own con- 
science and also somewhat for 
his brother’s conscience. Make 
sure, then, not to grieve the dear 
Holy Spirit who lives within and 
not to cause some other Christian 
with weaker conscience or less 
understanding, to stumble. 


In the Saviour’s name,~yours, 
John R. Rice 
JRR/vw 
tongues. Let us not. depend on 


our feelings, or our emotions, or 
our experiences. Let us not be 
unduly influenced by the marvel- 
ous experiences of which others 
tell us. Rather, let us go to the 
very Word of.God and find what 
70d has to teach about tongues. 
It is a sad thing, long observed, 
that most of those who teacn 
Christians to seek for an experience 
of speaking in tongues base their 
teaching primarily on what they 
themselves felt or did or what 
others they know did or felt. Hu- 
man experience and human opin- 
‘un are frail evidences indeed 
compared with the Word of God. 
Surely honest-hearted Christians 
can agree to go to the Bible and 
to find what the Word of God 
itself teaches on this question. 
Ii. What Speaking With 
Tongues Meant in the 


Bible 
The central and most important 
Bible passage on the tongues 


question is found in Acts 2:1-11. 

This is the most important pas- 

sage for several reasons. 

1. Why Acts 2:1-11 Is the 
Scripture On Tongues 

It is the most important be- 
cause it is the first time the 
tongues question is discussed in 
the New Testament. 

This passage in the second 
chapter of Acts is most important 
because it discusses the question 
of tongues as connected with the 
great revival at Pentecost, which 
was the beginning of world evan- 
gelization by the apostles, after 
the resurrection of Christ. As 
Pentecost was the most import- 
ant event that had happened on 
earth since the ascension of 
Christ and is the beginning of 
“the last days” of world evangeli- 
zation, prophesied in the second 
chapter of Joel, so the speaking 
in tongues in that connection 
would be the, most important dis- 
cussion on the tongues question in 


Key 


LET SWORD REPRESENTATIVES 
BRING EDITOR’S SERMON FILMS 
TO YOUR CHURCH 


By EDITOR JOHN R. RICE 


A Florida pastor recently wrote 
telling of the great blessings that 
came to his church through the 
Showing of one of my sermon 
filmis in his church. He suggested 
earnestly that we prepare a whole 
series of revival sermons so that 
tney could be used for a cam- 
paign, where 1 cannot go. At 
present we have only two such 
sermon films. But the _ reports 
coming in indicate that they are 
greatly blessed of God. One is to 


the unsaved, a sermon on “The 
Dying Thief.” ‘It lasts twenty 
minutes, is well. filmed by the 


Scriptures Visualized Institute of 
Wheaton (Mr. C. O. Baptista), 
end ‘has already been used to the 
conversion of hundreds of souls. 

The other sermon film is, “He 
That Winneth Souls Is Wise,” or, 
“The Seven-fold Sin of Those 
Who Do Not Win Souls.” It runs 
twenty-five minutes of 16 mm. 
sound film and, of course, gives 
every word, every inflection of 
the voice just as I preached the 
sermon before the camera.’ And 
yet to make the film more in- 
tensely interesting many illustra- 
tions have been put in to show 
more graphically what I mean, 
while I preach. 

Either of these films may be 
bought from Sword of the Lord 
Publishers or from the Scriptures 
Visualized Institute for $50.00 
each. Or they may be rented for 
cne night or for several nights 
for a reasonable fee from the 
Seriptures Visualized Institute at 
Wheaton. Both are 16 mm., films 
fcr sound projectors. 


However, the Sword of the 
Lord is now putting some 
godly men on the field to show 
these films, to represent THE 


SWORD OF THE LORD and stir 
up revivals and win souls wher- 
ever possible. Mr. C. E. Christo- 
pherson is now with us here at 
Wheaton and has been having 
some very’ successful’ services 
With these two sound films. He 
usually shows first the film to 
Christians on soul winning, then 
has a freewill plate offering to 
take care of expenses, and takes 
up subscriptions to THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD, then shows the 


sermon on “The Dying Thief” and 
gives the invitation. A number 
have been saved, praise the Lord, 
through these services. Mr. 
Christopherson is capable and 
spiritual, and we would be spec- 
ally happy for you to write him: 
Mr. C. E. Christopherson, care 


THE SWORD OF THE . LORD, 
214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton. 
Iilinois, if you would like to have 
him in your church or commun- 
ity to show these films. He asks 
no guarantee, but simply expects 
that a freewill offering will be tak- 
en for his expenses and the care 
cf his family. Of course it is 
better to have several engage- 
ments in the same vicinity,’ for 
one night each, if possible, to save 
extra heavy traveling expenses. 
Rev. Fred ‘Bloomer, Box 171, 
Akron, Pennsylvania, also repre- 
sents THE SWORD OF THE 


| Seminary, with five years’ 


LORD showing these films. And 
God is blessing his work. A 
number have been saved through 
his services. He is a graduate 
ol Eastern Baptist Theological 
ex peri- 
ence in the pastorate, and is an 
earnest ana capable man of God. 
He has a sweet solo voice and is 
thoroughly trustworthy, and will 
put on a most interesting service 
with these films. Those who 
would like Rev. Fred Bloomer to 
consider showing the films and 
taking subscriptions for THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD in their 
church or community, please 
write him at the above address. 
He, too, would expect simply a 
freewill offering to take care of 
his expenses and the support of 
his family. The pastor may ar- 
range to do that in any way that 
seems wise and good. 

Write either of these brethren 
wt once if you can use them in 
your church or community for a 
one-night showing of these gospel 
films. They will result. in the 
saving of souls and the stirring 
of Christians to win souls. 


DISTRIBUTION OF 
LITERATURE BLESSED 


“it is a pleasure, and also an 
easy task to write this letter to 
you. Personally, I have received 
so much 0Obilessing from your 
writings--THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD and your books-—all of 
which I own, with the exception 


of two. Then I also had the added 
privilege of seeing you and hear- 
ing you at your first Conference 
at Winona Lake. . 

“I have always believed in soul 
winning and the Lord has been so 
good to me in letting me see re- 


sults, but your life anq writings 
have helped me to win more for 
Him. To me, winning souls for 
Jesus is the greatest work, the 
hardest work, and the happiest 
work. Il am sure that you agree, 

‘Just a year ago at Easter, I] 
was visiting in a home seventy 
miles away. Noticing their prow& 
lems. on my return I mailed them 
your book on The Home. Only a 
few weeks interlapsed, and the 
mother wrote of their seven-year- 
old son’s. salvation. She knew 


that I believed in children’s salva- 
: e 

tion but she was not sure. Read- 
ing your book convinced her. 


“Just this week I received a 
letter from a mother who said 
that she could never ‘thank me 


enough for the literature I had 
sent, and for helping her out of 
the depths of despair into a world 
where the sun is shining now.’ She 
is being baptized in a Baptist 
church in a couple of weeks. Your 
book, The Home, was among the 
literature. 

“I have given The, Sword to 
many people. One lady was s0 
blessed that she sent it to every 


minister in her city of 179,000 
people.” 
. Marjorie M. Haller 
Hagersville, Ontario 
Canada 


the New Testament. 

That passage in the second 
chapter of Acts is most import- 
ant because the speaking in 
tongues was on a larger scale 
than in either of the other two 
causes mentioned in the book of 
Acts. Sixteen different national- 
ities are named as. hearing in 
their own tongues the wonderful 
works of God. No event has ever 
happened approaching the scope 
cf speaking in tongues like the 
scope of the tongues at Pente- 
cost. 

The passage in Acts 2 is the 
niost important and central pas- 
sage because there a detailed de- 
scription is given of speaking in 
tongues. Eight or nine verses 
here are used telling the details 
of how Christians spoke in tongues 
ix sixteen different languages by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. In 
Mark 16:17 only one verse men- 
tions speaking in tongues. In 
Acts 10:46 speaking in tongues 
is mentioned in only the one verse 
describing what happened at Cor- 


-_ ~--- 


nelius’ household. In Acts 19:6 the 
one verse again tells all that is 
said about speaking in tongues 
with the disciples at Ephesus. In 
the twelfth chapter of I Corin- 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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thians only twenty words in four 
phrases deal with the 
In the 


tongues 


question. fourteenth 


chapter of I Corinthians quite a) 


long passage discusses the tongues 
but no particular instance is giv- 
em and practically the entire 
chapter is spent in reproving a 
heresy about tongues, and not a 
single person is mentioned as hav- 
ing the gift of tongues from God, 
er of tongues used in a Scriptural 


manner. The chapter is a rebuke 
for heresy. On the contrary, in 
Acts 2:4-11 we have a clear de- 
ecription of speaking in tongues, 
with the power and approval of 
God, and what it meant 

Yet another’ important fact 


causes us to regard the passage 
in Acts 2:1-11 as the central and 
definite passage on the question 
of speaking with tongues. The 
fact is this; only in this passage 
can we be sure that we have an 
eccount of the miraculous gift of 
tongues. Oniy here is it clearly 
shown that the languages were a 
Special miracle of God 


In Acts 10:46 we are told that 
Peter and the six Jews who went 
with him to Cornelius’ household 
heard this household of the Italian 
band “speak with tongues, and 
magnify God.” But since» the 
word “tongues” here simply means 
languages, it is very possible that 
Cornelius and his household sim- 
ply gave their testimony to salva- 
tion and praised God in both the 
Latin and the Aramaic, plural 
languages. And they could have 
done that without any special gift 
of tongues. The Scripture does 
Ray, “...that on the Gentiles al- 
8O was poured out the gift of the 
Holy Ghost” (Acts 10:45), but the 
Scripture does not say that they 
had the miraculous gift of 
tongues. 

Likewise, in Acts 19:6 we are 
simply told that some twelve men 
at Ephesus “spake with tongues, 


and prophesied.” They were 
certainly natural languages, and 
the languages may have been 
learned as people usually learn 


languages in a city of many na- 
tionalities. The Bible does not 
say that it was the miraculous 
gift of tongues. 


So at Pentecost alone do we 
certainly have the gift of tongues 
illustrated and described in detail, 
in Acts 2:1-11. 


No one can understand the mi- 
raculous gift of tongues except 
by seeing what happened at Pen- 
tecost. 


It seems obvious, then, that the 
place to begin the study of speak- 
ing in tongues is in Acts the sec- 
ond chapter, the first and central 
and most important pasages in 
the Bible on the tongues ques- 
tion. And here we will find what 
Speaking in tongues means in the 
Bible. 

“And when the day of Pentecost 
was fully come, they were all with 
one accord in one place. And sud- 
denly there came a sound from 
heaven as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled all the house 
Where they were sitting. And 
there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues like as of fire, ang it sat 
upon each of them. And they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. And there were dwel- 
ling at Jerusalem Jews, devout 
men, out of every nation under 
heaven. Now when this was noised 
abroad, the multitude came to- 
gether, and were confounded, be- 
cause that every man _ heard 
them speak in his own language. 
And they were all amazeg and 
marvelled, saying one to another, 
Behold, are not all these which 
speak Galilaeans? And how hear 
We every man in Our own tongue, 
wherein we were born? Parthians, 
and Medes, and Elamites, and the 
dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in 
Judaea, and Cappadocia, in 
Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and 
Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the 
parts of Libya about Cyrene, and 
strangers of Rome, Jews and 
proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, 
we do hear them speak in our 


. 
tongues the wonderful works of 


God.”—Acts 2:1-11. 

2. A Study of This Passage Shows 
That the Word “Tongues” 
Means Regular Languages 

Already in Use by 
Some People 
The Bible is very, very careful, 
in this second chapter of Acts, to 


make clear that the languages 
used were regular languages. 
“And how hear we every man in 


our own tongue, wherein we Were 
born? Parthians, and Medes, and 
Elamites, and the dwellers in 
Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and 
Cappadocia in Pontus, and Asia, 
Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, 
and in the parts of Libya 
Cyrene, and strangers Rome, 
Jews and proselytes, Cretes “and 
Arabians, we do hear them speak 
in our tongues the wonderful 
vorks of God.” The Spirit-fiiled 
Christians at Pentecost witnessed 
for Jesus in sixteen’ different 
ianguages, beginning with that of 
ithe Parthians and ending with 
that of the Cretes and Arabians, 
in tne divine record. 


Chere is nothing here spoken 
ebout an “unknown’ tongue, ex- 
cept that some languages are 
simply unknown to other people 
wno speak other languages. Here 
was no so-called ‘spiritual 
language,” no ‘heavenly ian- 
guage.” The languages used were 
normal, human languages. It was 
no babble of sound unfamiliar to 
any human mind. It was no jab- 
ber. God simply gave the dis- 
ciples power to speak in lan- 
guages before unknown to them, 


ADOU! 


of 


but known to the people of the 
various nationalities who were 
present. 


The word translated “tongues” 


in Acts 2:4 is the Greek word 
glossa. It is used in the New 
Testament fifty times. Sixteen 


times it refers to a literal, human 
tongue, the physical organ in the 
mouth. Once, in Acts 2:3, it is 
used of “cloven tongues like as of 
fire.’’ All the other times it means 
languages. For example, Revela- 
tion 5:9 speaks of people “out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation.” 

Not one time in the Bible does 
the word ‘“‘tongues” mean _some- 
thing mysterious, a language un- 
known to some group of man- 
kind. 

At Pentecost the tongues given 
by the Holy Spirit were genuine 
languages, and the nationalities 
of the people in whose language 
they were allowed to speak, is 
given. 

In Acts 10:46 we are told how 
Cornelius and his household also 
were heard to “speak with 
tongues, and magnify God.” And 
we know that to them was given 
literal, regular human languages; 
first, because Peter and the Jew- 
ish hearers “heard them speak... 
and magnify God.” ‘They heard 
aud understood the praises of 
these Spirit-filled new converts. 
And Peter, later telling about it, 
said, “And as I began to speak, 
the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on 
us at the beginning” (Acts 11:15). 
So the tongues given to Cornelius 
and his householq were simply 
regular languages like those given 
at Pentecost. Cornelius and his 
household were members of the 
Italian band, from Rome, and 
naturally spoke Latin. Peter and 
the Jews spoke Syriac or Aramaic. 
From long association, no doubt, 
each racial group understood some 
of each other’s language. It is 
likely that both groups spoke some 
Greek. They could understand 
one another a bit. The Holy Spirit 
allowed the people from Rome to 
speak in more than one language 
so these Jews could know beyond 
any doubt that Cornelius and his 
household were genuinely saved. 
There were certainly nothing 
mysterious about that. Were the 
languages miraculously given, or 
did Cornelius and his household 
simply praise God in Latin, Greek 
and Aramaic, which they already 
used? The Bible does not say 
“miraculous tongues,’ just 
“tongues,” or languages. 

In I Corinthians 14 Paul very 
severely rebukes a misuse of 
languages among the Christians 
at Corinth But he referred to 
definite, regular, human lan- 
guages. Throughout the  four- 


= 


teenth chapter of I Corinthians 
translators inserted the word “‘un- 
known” before the word “tongue,” 
in many cases. That was a seri- 
ous mistake. because tne word is 
.ot in the Greek in this passage. 
In this chapter Paui speaks of 
languages that are unknown to 
unlearned people, that is, regular 
languages that ceriain nations 
speak regulariy, though an- 
guage may be unkonwn to some 
others. 


ihe 


First Corinthians 14:2-4 is often 
misunderstood, jliivie ca.eful 
study here will ciarify it in your 
mind. 


Sau Hu 


For he that speaxkeih in an un- 
known tongue spea'‘:e.n not unto 
men, but unto God: no man 
understandeth hii; /peit in tne 
spirit he speaketh mysteries. But 
he that prophesieth speaketh unto 
men to edification, exnorta- 
tion, and comfort. He that speak- 
eth in an unknown tongue edifieth 
himself; but he that prophesieth 
edifieth the church.” 

The Scripture simply says thai 
if a man speaks in the church in 


Lor 


1hOy\V 


and 


a foreign ianguage, God under- 
stands him but men do not. He 
may be saying good things, but 


they do nobody any good if they 
are spoken in a foreign language 
that people present do not under- 
stand. He may comfort himself, 
but he does not help the church. 


This Scripture does not say and 


does not mean that the gift of 
tongues in the Bible meant ian- 
guages known only to God. ‘The 


example of Pentecost is a clear 
evidence that the tongues given by 


thee Holy Spirit are regular 
foreign languages. And naturally, 
if I should speak German to an 
English-speaking audience’ that 
did not understand German, I 
would be speaking only to God, 


since the people would not under- 
stand me. I might enjoy it and 
might be blessed in it, but I would 
not bless others nor build them 
up. What God has in mind here is 
simply foreign languages unknown 
to those present. 

That is made very clear further 
in the fourteenth chapter of I 
Corinthians. Verses 23 and 24 
are especially clear. 

“If therefore the whole church 
be come together onto one place, 
and all speak with tongues, and 
there come in those that are un- 
learned, or unbelievers, will they 
not say that ye are mad? But 
if all prophesy, and there com: 
in one that believeth not, or one 
unlearned, he is convinced of all, 
he is judged of all.” 

Imagine the scene! A church 
service is in progress and people 
speak all in various foreign lan- 
guages Some uneducated people 
come in, “unlearned,” the Scrip- 
ture calls them, who have not 
learned any but their own native 
language. If these unlearned peo- 
ple who do not understand the 
foreign languages spoken are un- 
saved, unbelivers, “will they not 
say that you are mad?” asks the 
Scripture. But if all the church 
members, instead of speaking in 
some foreign language that the 
unlearned people do not know, 
should all prophesy (that is, speak 
as the Holy Spirit fills them and 
leads them, but in the native 
tongue of those present), then the 
unbeliever and the unlearned man 
will be “convinced of all,” and 
“judged of all.” Verse 25 indicates 
that thus the uneducated man who 
did not know foreign languages 
and who would think the Chris- 
tians were crazy if they talked in 
foreign languages in his presence, 
would think that these believers, 
speaking by the Holy Spirit or 
prophesying in their own native 
language, would be convinced and 
would worship God and give a 
good report. 

These two uses of the word 
“unlearned” in verse 23 and verse 
24 show that the languages re- 
ferred to may be learned by study, 
as all foreign languages may. 
Unljearned people do not know the 
foreign languages that might be 
spoken in a church service, 80 
it is wise to dispense with them 
and use the native languages of 
those present. 

Now if speaking in tongues 
meant speaking in some mysteri- 
ous language known only to God 
and not known to any group of 
men, no matter how much learning 
and education a man has, he 
would not know these languages. 
Learning would be of no effect in 


understanding heavenly lan- 


[I have just received a most 
interescing letter from a young 
minister who is a graduate of 
a ve.y weil-known university 
and aiso the graduate of his de- 
nominational theological semi- 
nary. This young man tells of 
his experience with Bob Jones 
Univeisity ministerial students 
who were his classmates in the 
Sel...nary. He says: “the men 
from Bob Jones were consis- 
tentuy the LEADERS in - 
Theological Seminary student 
body—.eaders in every phase of 
the seminary work—in scholar- 
Ship and in adherence to the 
oltnodox faith...’ This young 
minister says many i other 
things that | wish I could quote 
in this statement. Bob Jones 


University graduates are Chris- 
tian leaders in the various 
walks of life. This is true 


whether they are ministers of 
the Gospel, school teachers, or 
are in some other profession or 
business. If you Know any of 
the graduates of Bob Jones 
University, you know the qual- 
ity work the institution is do- 
ing. 

We are glad to tell you Chris- 
tian friends that contributions 
toward the Student Loan En- 
dowment Fund have picked up 


Dr. .Bob Jones Says: 


'please keep praying for 


just a little for the last few 
days. I do not know whether 
I should tell you this or not 
because I do not want to en- 
courage you too much. Re- 
member, a million dollars is a 
great deal of money; but if the 
Lord tarries and spares our 
lives, We are going to keep on 
keeping on asking you to help 
us until we reach this goal. We 
would like to get at least one- 
fourth of this million dollars by 
the time school closes next 
June. We would like to get as 
much as possible between now 
and Christmas. If you cannot 
send a contribution’ before 
Christmas, write us and tell us 
that you will put us in the 
“Lord’s budget” next year. We 
know that on the basis of the 
work our university is doing 
and on the basis of its aggres- 
sive Christian testimony Wwe are 
entitled to at least a share in 
the money that you contribute 
to God's work. We shall be 
glad to hear from you at the 
earliest possible time, and 
us. 
Thank you and God bless you. 
BOB JONES, 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, S. C. 


(Advertisement) 


guages. But foreign languages 
KnNOWwn among men Can be learned. 
And the fact that these foreign 
languages are the kind that un- 
earned men would not understand 
indicates that it was regular 
known numan languages to which 
the Bible refers when it speaks of 
congues and when the fourteenth 
cnapter of 1 Corinthians speaks of 
‘unknown tongues.” 

Remember, then, that tongues in 
the Bibie simply means .anguages, 
usually foreign languages. 

3. Speaking in Tongues in the 
Bible Was an Incidental and 
Secondary Matter Useg 
When Necessary in 
Preaching to 
Foreigners 

What did speaking in tongues 
mean in the Bible? That is very 
simple. At Pentecost it was simply 
a miracle that God used to enable 
the disciples, after they were filled 
with the Holy spirit and had God’s 
power upon their message, to 
preach to the many, many people 


of Jewish blood but natives of 
other countries and. speaking .the 


languages of foreign countries, 
and give them the gospel. 

fesus had told the disciples, 
“Tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, 
until ye be endued with power 
from on hig.” Tarry? Yes, 
they were to delay their work of 
evangelization. Jesus had said 
to them “that repentance and re- 
mission of sins should be preached 
in his name among all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. And ye 
are witnesses of these things” 
(Luke 24:47, 48). And then He 
gave them the plain commang not 
to start any revivals, not to open 
any mission stations, but to wait 
until they were endued with power 
from on high. So they waited in 
Jerusalem. They “continued with 


,one accord in prayer and suppli- 


cation, with the women, and Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brethren” (Acts 1:14). Then on 
the day of Pentecost they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost. 
They wanted to speak for God. 
All about them were Jews of 
foreign lands who had come back 
to Jerusalem for the feast of 
Pentecost. How would they give 
the gospel to these who were 
Jews by blood and Jews by re- 
ligion, but who did not speak the 
language the apostles used? God 
simply gave them the power to 
preach the gospel and give their 
testimony in the languages in 
which these other people were 
born. 

Speaking in tongues was not 
given as a sign of the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit. They are a 
Sign to unsaved people who bear 
the gospel in their own language, 
not a sign to Christians about 
anything. See I Cor. 14:22. The 
gifts of tongues was given these 
disciples as a practical measure, 
enabling them to take the gospel 
to people of other languages, then 
present. 
not given to these disciples to give 
them an ecstasy, a joy, some 
spiritual’ frenzy. No, no! Nothing 
like that is inferred in the Scrip- 


‘tures. Those who teach such an | 


The gift of tongues was |' 


idea get it from history, from 
books, oc from human experiences. 
They do not get it from the Bible. 
The Bible says nothing about a 
frenzy, an ecstasy, about “falling 
under the power,” or being in a 


trance. These earnest Christians, 
now ready to win souls. and 
breathed upon by God's’ Holy 


Spirit, were given the miraculous 
privilege of preaching the gospel 
in the language of others who 
were present and needed the gos- 
pel. That was the practical pur- 
pose of speaking in tongues. 

In I Corinthians 14 Paul, by di- 
vine inspiration, takes great pains 
to show that speaking in tongues 
was utterly profitless unlesS those 


who hear understand what is 
spoken. In vereses 6 to 9 he 
said: 


“Now, brethren, if I come unto 
you speaking with tongues, what 
shall I profit you, except I shall 
speak to you either by revelation, 
or by knowledge, or by prophesy- 
ing, or by doctrine? And. even 
things without life giving . sound, 
whether pipe or harp, except they 
give a distinction in the sounds, 
how shall it be known what is 
piped or harped? For if the trum- 
pet give an uncertain sound, who 
shall prepare himself to the 
battle? So likewise ye, except ye 
utter by the tongue words easy to 
be understood, how shall it be 
known what is spoken? for ye 
shall speak into the air.” 

You see, speaking in tongues 
means speaking in other lan- 
guages, when those hearing can 
understand what is spoken, 
whether it be a special revelation 
of God, or knoweldge of God's 
Word, or some prophecy, or doc- 
trine. And then he gives the clear- 
cut statement, “So likewise ye, 
except ye utter by the tongue 
words easy to be understood, how 
shall it be known what is spoken? 
for ye shall speak into the air.” 

In I Corinthians 14:14 Paul says, 
“For if I pray in an unknown 
tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my 
understanding 1s unfruitful.” 

Tongues mean simply foreign 
languages, remember, and _ the 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


What to Do With Christmas Gift Money 


By LOLA M. BRADSHAW 
General Manager, Sword of the Lord Publishers 


In a few days you will be un- 
wrapping Christmas packages, 
and you will be experiencing the 
joy of receiving and being remem- 
bered by those you love. Some 
ef your gifts will be just what 
you wanted, some will be a dis- 
eppointment! Many receive gifts 
of money at Christmas, and you 
will wonder just how the money 
whould be used. If you keep in 
mind, “Whatsoever ye do in word 
or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus,” you will not be will- 
ing to use that money for foolish, 
worldly things, things that will 
perish with the using. You will 
want to invest some of it for God. 
I say “invest” it, because God al- 
ways repays with much more 
than we give. 

Some of you have been writing 
to say you wished you could give 
many, many subscriptions to THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, but you 
have not been able to do it. Now, 
with the gift money, you will be 
able to realize that wish and can 
send THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD as a gift to some who 
reed its message . Why not make 
out the list now and ask the Lord 
to provide you with enough 
money to carry out your wishes? 
“Freely ye have received, freely 
give.” 

With the subscriptions, we are 
still offering you the valuable 
premiums. Many have already 
taken advantage of them, but for 
some of you who could not do so 
before Christmas, we are holding 
the offer open so you will be able 
to take advantage of it, too. 

For 23 one-year subscriptions 
at $2.00 a year, you may have 
Matthew Henry’s famous com- 
mentary on the whole Bible. For 
$46.00 you can send about 3,500 
full length gospel sermons to 
friends of your own choosing, and 
besides that get for yourself (or 
tor a gift) this most famous of 
commentaries to help you to bet- 
ter know and enjoy your 
Bible. Can any Christian who is 
“seeking first the kingdom of, God 
end his righteousness’ pass by 
this offer? 


If you do not have the names 
«{ this many people to whom you 
would like to send THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD, we have the 
names of hundreds of pastors and 
missionaries who would welcome 
the weekly visits of this foremost 
evangelistic weekly. 

For 19 one-year subscriptions at 
$2.00 a year ($2.50 Canadian and 
foreign) you will receive the lovli- 
est Scofield Reference Bible you 
ever saw. It -has a beautiful 
leather binding, very soft, 
stamped in gold, with leather 
lining. I cannot describe to you 
the fine quality of this leather. 


One really has to see it and feel 
it to know its loveliness. This Bible 
is printed in legible type on fine 
quality India paper, has gold 
edges. The Scofield Reference 
Bible has helps at hard places on 
the pages where needed. There 
is @ synopsis of each book, giving 
important facts; paragraph sub- 
heads; summaries of great Bible 
truths; subjects traced consecu- 
tively by connected references; 
etc. It makes the Bible a new 
book, The notes were prepared 
hy Dr. C. I. Scofield, assisted by 
eight eminent Bible scholars, and 
is the best reference Bible in the 
world. Besides the above helps, 
there is a 300-page cyclopedic 
concordance. Yet the book is on- 
‘y one and one-eighth inch thick. 
Dr. Rice regularly uses a Scofield 
Reference Bible. If you do not 
aiready have a good Scofield Bi- 
ble, you cannot afford to pass up 
thts remarkable offer to get one 
free. And in these 19 one-year 
subscriptions, you will be sending 
about 3,000 gospelmessages. Think 
what eternal good these might ac- 
complish, under God, in the sal- 
vation of sinners, the revival of 
Christians, the inspiring of God's 
ministers at home and _ abroad. 
You may have a part in sending 
these 3,000 messages to them for 
only $38.00; besides getting for 
yourself the nicest Bible you ever 
owned. In His name, 
these possibilities before you 
spend the money for something 
purely selfish or secular! 


consider 


If you cannot send this much 
money for gift subscriptions, you 
may want to solicit the subscrip- 
tions from your friends. We will 
be glad to send you sample copies 
of the paper to be used in getting 
subscriptions. You will be doing 
your friends a favor by introduc- 
ing to them “America’s foremost 
evangelistic weekly.” 

You can send nearly a thousand 
messages in 6 one-year subscrip- 
tions for only $12.00. Your friends 
will be grateful for your remem- 
bering them each week of the 
year, and you can get for your- 
self a lovely reference Bible (not 
Scofield) which was made to sell 
for $10.25 but which we were able 
to buy at a special] price and can 
offer to you with only $12.00 
worth of subscriptions—a $22.25 
value for only $12.00. Don’t pass 
it up. (Canadian and foreign sub- 
scriptions at $2.50 a year—send 
six.) 

For only 2 subscriptions ($4.00 
worth in U. 8S.) you may have 
free Dr. Rice’s large book of 328 
pages on PRAYER—ASKING 
AND RECEIVING; a book that 
has done more to teach God's 
people to pray than any we know 
of; certainly more than any in 
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word “unknown’”’ 
original Greek. If one prays in a 
language unknown to _ those 
present, he is not understood by 
those who hear. And it is fruit- 
less and senseless to talk in a 
language when people do not 
understand. 

That is the reason he said, “Else 
when thoy shalt bless with the 
spirit, how shall he that occupieth 
the room of the unlearned say 
Amen at thy giving of thanks, 
seeing he understandeth not what 
thou sayest?” (I Cor. 14:16). It 
can do No one any good to hear 
one speak in an unknown lan- 
guage which he does not under- 
stand. He cannot say amen intel- 
ligently at the giving of thanks 
any more than he can learn by 
doctrine, teaching or revelation in 
a foreign language unknown to 
him. You see, Paul is clearly 
teaching that when there is no 
practica] reason for speaking in 
@ foreign language, then it should 
be omitted. And in verse 19 he 
said, “Yet in the church I would 
rather speak five words with my 
understanding, that by my voice 
I might teach others also, than 
ten thousand words in an un- 
known tongue.” 


is not in the 


: 


We will explain this fourteenth 
chapter of I Corinthians further a 
little later. But here let us ac- 
cept it as a clearly stated fact of 
the Scripture that speaking in 
tongues was simply a gift that 
God gave when it was necessary 
to let men speak to a foreigner 
in his own language. The genuine 
gift of tongues was a miracle, but 
it was an incidental and secondary 
miracle. It was the very least of 
the gifts, was not to be used ex- 
cept when it could do some good. 
But tongues are natural  lan- 
guages, not necessarily a miracle. 

Here I should like to quote 
Jamieson, Fausset and Brown who 


say, “Tongues must. therefore 
mean languages, not ecstatic, un- 
intelligible rhapsodies (as NE- 


ANDER fancied)...” 


Thus we see the meaning of 
speaking in tongues in the Bible. 
It was a miraculous gift, on cer- 
tain limited occasions used as an 
emergency measure. Only three 
particular cases are mentioned in 
the whole Bible that could pos- 
sibly have been a miraculous gift, 
one certainly miraculous. It 
was not an ecstasy or a rhapsody, 
but a simple miraculous use of a 
foreign language to witness for 
Christ, 
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Dr. Hyman Appelman, Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr., Dr. Joe Henry Hankins, 
Dr. Jesse M. Hendley, Dr. Robert J. 
Wells and Dr. John R. Rice have 
here united in preparing 25 chapters 
on revival. 


Some of these strong chapters 
were addresses given at the Sword 
Conference on Evangelism at Winona 
Lake in 1945. Other chapters were 
written by Dr. Robert J. Wells and 
Dr. John R. Rice to make the book 
complete. Fnormous labor and 
thousands of dollars of expense have 
gone into the preparation of this big 
volume. The book has four hundred 
pages, size 8x5°% inches and is ap- 
proximately 2 inches thick. 


Here Are The Twenty-Five 
Thrilling Chapters: 


1. The Kind of Revival We Need. 11. The Invitation. 
2. God’s Plan for a Revival. 12 
3. The High Cost of Revival. 
4. Preparing Christians for Revival. oa 
5. God's Program: Saving Sinners. 15 
6. Clearing the Way for God. 16 
7. The Only Person God Can Use for 
Revival. 17. 
8. The Kind of a Message Needed for 
Revival. "4 


9. Why Preach Against Sin? 


Reviews and Commendations on This Book 


“Through this book revival fire flames. Holy 
Ghost power pulsates, and concern for the lost 
weighs heavily. This book is more than How to 
Have a Revival. It is revival on paper. One can- 
not read this book thoughtfully without having 
his soul blessed and his heart stirred with de- 
sire to win the lost. 


“There is nothing fanatical, sensational or ab- 
solutely new in this book, but only a mighty re- 
emphasizing of those basic Scriptural principles 
and methods so well-known to all New Testa- 
ment Christians. I can heartily recommend this 
book to all who hunger for revivals, or pray 
for revivals, or who wish to do something to 
bring about revivals. I could wish that every 
evangelical preacher in America might read 
this book.’—-FARIS D. WHITESELL, M. A., 
Th.D., D.D., Professor Homiletics, Evangelism, 
Pastoral Theology, Northern Baptist Seminary, 
Chicago. 

“Here is a text book on revival for which 
Christians everywhere have eagerly been wait- 
ing. As I read it, my heart was stirred again 
as in revival days of years ago. If it could be 
put into the hands of pastors throughout the 
country, there would be local church revivals 
everywhere and the way would be paved for 
great union campaigns. 

“Tt is in mass evangelism that Christians are 


led to do personal work, and thank God, mass 


evangelism igs coming back! The days of White- 
field and Moody may soon be here again. No 
other method ever has or ever will work. It 
was as flaming evangelists that the early Meth- 
odist preachers came to this country, and re- 
vival fires broke out on every side. 


“In every address the church is challenged to 
return to the days of the apostles. In fact, they 
read like chapters from the Book of Acts. The 
passionate appeal in the very first chapter is 
worth the price of the entire book. 


“Here are messages on the kind, the plan, and 
the cost of revival; on the place of prayer and 
preaching in revival; on the work of the Holy 
Spirit and the problem of sin in connection with 
revival work. Here, too, are instructions in de- 
tail on organization, preparation, advertising 
and music for the revival. There are altogether 
twenty-five addresses, each one a passionate ap- 
peal for real, old-fashioned, Heaven-sent re- 
vival.’”—OSWALD J. SMITH, D.D., Litt.D., Pas- 
tor, People’s church, Toronto, Canada. 

“These addresses rank with the Lectures on 
Revival by Charles G. Finney, published years 
ago...” H. A. IRONSIDE, Litt.D., D.D., former 
Pastor Moody Memorial Church, Chicago. 
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of your soul keep you from speak- 
ing to God? How long are you 
going to let difficulties keep you 
from the Saviour? Do you think 
the Devil whom you have served 
for twenty or thirty years will let 
you go without a struggle? When 
a father brought his devil-pos- 
sessed son to the Saviour we read, 
“And as he was yet a coming, the 


devil threw him down, and tare 
him” (Luke 9:42). He will tear 
you, too if you ever try to leave 
him. Just you make up your 


mitd that you are through with 
Sin, that you will seek God's sal- 
vation, and don’t be surprised if 
you finc ail Hell loosed about your 


head He will inspire ungodly 
companions to Keep you back; he 
will quench your fears of Hell and 
judgment; he will keep you from 


evangelistic meetings, and if you 
come and fall under conviction and 
decide to be saved, he will move 
earth ang Hell to keep you from 
making any outward response to 
the invitation; he will keep your 
hance to your side; he will hold 
you to your seat, for if he can’t 
keep you from deciding, he will 
try to keep you from deciding 
openly. 

And even when you _ decide 
Openly to be a Christian, ne will 
then concentrate on keeping you 
from coming forward to be dealt 
with, for he does not want you 
to have a personal interview with 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Ili. This Rebellion Among Its 
Participants Included a 
Company of Dupes 

“Ana with Absalom went two 
hundred men out of Jerusalem 
that were called; and they went in 
their simplicity, and they knew 
not anything.” In striking con- 
trast with the cunning and wis- 
dom ot Absalom was the sim- 
plicity and ignorance of these two 


hundred men. They went from 
Jerusaiem to swell the ranks of 
the rebel, to fight under his 


standara and to share his fate. 
Yet they actually did not know 


why they were going or where. 
“They went in their simplicity, 
and they knew not anything.” 


Mark some of the things they did 
not know. 

1. They did not know they were 
being blinded by a deceiver. Ab- 
galom proclaimed himself king and 
in their simplicity they believed 
it. They knew not that he had 
meither authority to make that 
claim, nor power enough to sus- 
tain it. The lofty claims of this 
usurping prince were accepted at 
their face value. His promise to 
dispense justice was a mere blind 
to gain their allegiance but they 
did not see through it. The spell 
of his personality was upon them 
and they did not know they were 
victims of a tragic deception. 

My Christian friends, have you 
not often had cause for wonder at 
the spectacle of thinking men and 
women, who, despite all the Bible 
has to say about God and Satan, 
Heaven and Hell, are yet to be 
found in the ranks of the rebel, 
blindly following the deceiver of 
their soul? What is the meaning 
of it all? The Bible tells us: 

“The god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them which 
believe not, lest the light of the 

Orious gospel of Christ .., : 
Should shine unto them” (II Cor. 
4:4). The Devil has bandaged 
men’s eyes so that they cannot 
gee the truth of God, of Christ, of 
Calvary’s cross, of Hell and judg- 
ment in eternity to come. The 
Bible is a closed book to them, 
Galvary is an idle tale, Hell is a 
fiction, because the Devil has 
blinded their eyes. 

But listen! He does this with 
their own consent. Write that, 
my brother, in your book; treasure 
i in your heart,and let not man 
or Devil steal it from you — the 
Devil has no power over any man 
Who really wants to be saved. 
All the devils in Hell or out of 
w% cannot keep you from Christ if 
you really want to come. Bless 
God for that! “Greater is he that 
is for us than he that is against 
us.” If you remain deceived after 
this plain sermon, remember it is 
because you want to be deceived. 
Nobody warned those two hundred 

, but you will never be able 
fm say, after this message, that 


Rebellion 


nobody warned you. 


They did not 


know they were being deceived. 
You do. 
4. Notice also, they diq not 


know that following Absalom 
meant dethroning David. What 
did they Know about the real 
issues at stake? What did they 
Know about the secret ambitions 
of this pretender? They knew not 
anything. They followed the crowd 
out of Jerusalem, not knowing 
tnat co serve Absalom was to take 
sides against David, and that to 
follow the one was to despise the 
other. 

Oh, there are men attending our 
churches who are in that class! 
They are not wicked men. They 
are not infidels, nor drunkards, 
nor crooks. They are honest men, 
good citizens, kind husbands and 
fathers, but because they are blind 
to the way of salvation they think 
that somehow in the end, if there 
is a@ Heaven they will make it, 
and if there is a Hell they will 
escape that. They say, “It is true 
I am not a Christian, I am nota 
church member, I have never con- 
fessed Christ as Saviour. But I 
am not a bad man; 1 come to 
church, 1 try to do what is right, 
I give to every good cause; I am 
not against the church, I am not 
against the Bible, | am not serving 
Satan.” My friend, you are either 
on one side or the other. You 
are either for Christ or against 
Him. He said, ‘‘No man can serve 
two masters: for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other; 
or else he will hold to the one, and 
despise the other. Ye cannot serve 


God and mammon” (Matt. 6:24). 
Here is a simple test which 
God gives to every man to help 


him identify himself: 
‘To whom ye yield 
servants to obey, his servants ye 


yourselves 


are.” Now that is clear. You 
serve the one you obey. Do you 
obey Christ or Satan? Christ 


dieq for your sins and wants you 
to live tor Him. Do you live for 
Him? He wants you to receive 
Him into your heart as Saviour 
and King. Have you done this? 
Christ wants you to openly con- 
fess yourself on His side. Have 
you done that? Have you obeyed 
Him? If not, then you are obey- 
ing the Devil, for he wants you 


not to do what Christ commands 
you to do. You see, it is Absalom 
or David. It is Christ or Satan, 


and your obedience now to one or 
the other determines on which 
side you are. 

3. Mark further, they did not 
know they would never see their 


loved ones again. Those two 
hundred men who went from 
Jerusalem never came back to it. 
They died in the rebellion. They 
gaily waved farewell to father 
and mother, wife and _ children, 


littie Knowing they would never 
see them alive again on this earth. 

Ang that is the black shadow 
hanging over many Christian 
homes in America—the shadow of 
eternal separation. For when 
death calls or Christ comes for 
His own, the great separation 
takes place between the saved and 
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the lost in a family, and those who 
die unsaved will never again look 
on the faces of those they loved 
who believed. “I tel] you, in that 
night” said Christ, “there shall 
be two in one bed; the one shall 
be taken, and the other shall be 
left Two shall be in the 
field; the one shall be taken and 
the other left” (Luke 17:34 36). 
And since His coming will take 
place “in an hour that ye think 
not,” therefore at any moment 
this eterna] separation may be- 
gin. Believers with Christ, un- 
believers with Satan. Believers in 
Heaven, and ‘unbelievers in Hell. 


Fathers and mothers unsaved, 
lake a good look at your sleeping 
child tonight. If Christ comes, or 
death should suddenly call you, 
you would never see that little 
one again. Unsaved husband, 
take a good look at the woman 
you love if she is saved, for if 
Christ comes she will go and you 
will be left never to see her again. 
Your Christian father and mother, 
your believing brothers, and sis- 
ters, and friends will pass out of 


your life forever if you live and 
die a rebel against Christ. Thev 


are on the way to Heaven; you 
are on the way to Hell, and be- 
tween the two there is a great 
gulf fixed for eternity. 

4. Mark finally, these two hun- 
dred dupes did not know they were 
going to their death, They had 
begun their death march but did 
not know it. They haq joined 
Absalom’s army, so they shared 
Absalom’s fate. The death that 
overtook him overtook them. Out 
yonder in the woods of Ephraim 
the servants of David have joined 
battle with the followers of 
Absaiom, The battle turns into 
a Slaughter and, as always, God's 
man is the victor. 


“So the people went out into the 
field against Israel: ang the battle 


was in the wood of Ephraim, 
Where the people of Israel were 
Slain before the _ servants of 
David, and there was there a 


great slaughter that day of *wenty 
thousand men.” 

Yes, they went in their sim- 
plicity out to their death. Their 
death march began when they un- 
thinkingly turned their back upon 
David. Pity this company of 
Cupes. Led by Absalom, _ they 


went as sheep to the slaughter, 
little dreaming they were going to 
their death, 


Oh, my brother unsaved, “There 
is &@ way that seemeth right unto 
a4 man, but the end thereof are 
the ways of death” (Prov. 14:12), 
1 beg of you to choose Jesus 
Christ, get right with God, and 
prepare for the life to come. I 
know my warning may sound ex- 
treme to you sitting there read- 
ing this message, but I say on 
the authority of the Word of God 
that if you are not following 
PChrist, you are following Satan 
and he is leading you to your 
doom. Do not say on the judgment 
day that you did not know 
this, after such a message as you 
have just read. They knew not 
anything about the issues at 
stake, yet they died. God in mer- 
cy has told you in this message of 
mine what it is all about. Your 
eyes are opened to the two paths 
before you—the way of life and 
the way of death. How many of 
you will turn from sin and take 
your stand on the side of Christ 


from this day forward? 
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